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who worſh1 ſhip God 1 in ſpmit and 
1 truth according to the boly Com® 
F, mandments of Felus Chr 
f pecally thoſe thoſe e Es nf 
at Newcaſtle, Barwick, and ' 
Scotland, with whom 1 have 
taken ſweet counſel mthe heuſe 


Þ of God for ſeveral years >, 
e 


grace, mercy, truth and peat 


mul tepl ed from the Lord Hſu us 
Chris. 
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very. Fre gt to you, If | 
this following Treatiſe 
ſhould come to your 
hands without my pub- * 
lick owning oft, asin- 
_ gdeedwellit might, Con» 
| Tidering my neer relati- | 
on to the - arvdg It 1s 
no ſmall joy. to. my | 
heart that the Lord 1s 
pleaſed in theſe. our: | - 
daies any way by any | 
© ameansto put his People ., 
\ mind of that which 
"they . are lo prone. to | 
; " forge, 7 


.* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Dedicatory.. 
forget, namely the va- 
rious workings. of God 
in their poor hearts, 
which you will find 1n 
this Gola Treatile in 
thele three general 
| heads, wiz. before, m, 
 ; and ſince Converſion; 
| we find the Lard in 
* Scripture often calling 
1 -upon his People to re-+ 
| member (their uncons+: _ 
+ verted ſtate, I/aiab1. ' 
Lnok unto the Roc 
whence ye are hewen, and ,.. 
Rl.-aBTA 3... #y : 
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"#0 the hole of the Pit 
| whence\ ye are digged; 
And the Lord know- 
h, ing our great inclinats 

| on to forget it, he is 
' pleaſed to mind us of it, 
as in Eph. 5.8 1Cor.6. 
To, 11. Tit: 3. 3. Eph. 2. 
I, 2, 3. @*c, The right 
- remembrance of our 
Unconverted ſtate will 
\ Þe-a, means to engage 
 " 'ourhearts to be much 
- .znthe thoughts of and 
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Featable "lope and I 


grace of QUE - God * 
chrough lefus in quick- 


ning us who were dead 


_ 1nttreſpaſles and fins, in 


tranſlating us. from _ 


Kingdome of darkneſs 
into the Kin 2dome of 


his dear Ig the ſeri, | 


ous pondering of theſ 


things1n our hearts WI 


fweetlyforce us to break 


forth 4nto admuratian - 
Fith the A oe I 3Johs 4 
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manner 
* ther bat 'beſtowed upon 
 #5.that we Fay be call d 


the fons of God, Cc. but 


when: we forget the 


hey -4 Fa- : 


two former, we loſe our | 


communion with God 
ina great meaſure, and 
cannot priſe at 1m- 
prove the kind dealings 
-of oor God with us. 


fi INce Converſh on, neither 


walk holily had. obedi- 


ently - before the Lord: 
in oall wm holy appoint=. 


| F - & ments 


<—s Cry OO 
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ments a5 we ou -ht, »s 


leave an open ll 


_ Satan | to + deceive. -us >, 


with his manifold*ten- 
tations , by which we 
ſuffer ch harm, 

My hearts - defire 


and prayer to the Lord . 


is,. that he would g1ve .* 


all his people - more 
care -and diligence in 
watching their -own + 
hearts and waies; -for- 


the increaſe of their {pi- 1 
rirual frag: and © 
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growth i in grace , leſt 
they being led away 
for a time, with the 
error of the wicked , 


* fall from their own 


ſtedfaſtnels, 2 Pet. 


| 17. 18. as many have 

fone to their greatelt 
grief and loſs. /Belo- 
ved Þrethren, you have 
here the labours of one 
- oftheweakeſt ſex,which 
 Teuſtwill accaſion you 
' the moreto give glory 
to, God, 1n that his 

= ER ſtrength 
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 - defire to publithat, Her 


ww 


""Deaicatory, 
irength appears .m 

weaknels ; were it not-. 
for | the relation MG 
{ſhould have much 
room to ſpeak of the 


Author, and this Her 
work, but I ſhall ON- 
ly ay, Let Her works 
praiſe Her; only 1 have 
this (that 1 -canaoe ba | 
ſay, it was. not, Her 


reaſons. She - hath CX+ 


prefled, Secondly; So 
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Þi/ſtle 

for another , F can-fay 
for my Wie , Inthis 
 . vvork ſhe hath had lit- | 
tle help from men or 
things , but I believe 
muC Ga the Lord : 


nd as the Lord hath 
ovvnedand much aſfi- 
Ned her in theſe her 
b, great labors, I truſt the 

fame- povver vvill ac- 
company each precious 
Heart, into vvhoſe hand 
1t-may come,- to make 
ir OOny profitable 'to | 


them, 


them, At my firſt 
ſight of it, which was + 
when 1t was neer fini- 
ſhed, though I believe 
[ was the firſt that law: 
it, next Her ſelf, I was: 
ſo ſurprized , knowing 
nothing of it before , 
that I knew not whag; 
to ſay of 1t.; but up; 
on conſideration , and: 
reviewing of.it, 1 was 
very much prefled 1n 
ug to publiſh 1t, and | 


tae mMmore 5 Nt | tthe; S 


ofener I'read it ,.' the 
more 1 was ingaged to 
 1t; F can'fay chrough 
mercy it hath been uſe- 


full and profitable to 


me ; Þ hope it will. 


be ſo to na more, 
Ie is no ſmall mercy , 
- nor . low attainment, 
to be indeed an expe- 
4 __ Chriſtian ; it 
+, 18+ eaſjer- to have 
-*i words than a trea- 


| far@in the heart: but 
$3 gg. kings daugh- 


ter 


Wed " * >—y " a: 


Ma. a. On 


FEATCArorny, 
ter 1s all glorious wich< 
in, and that our 
treaſure there doth in- 
creaſe by the bleſling 
of the Lord upon our 
diligent uſing that 
means ordained for that 
end ; this Ftruſt will 
be 'a faithfull remem- 
brancer and helper of 
us in this great work, 
in which I hope the” 
Lord will have muck 
glory, and his people :: 
comfort, which hath _'Z 


FO , ' EY Fe / 


1; ag is, and I _— e- 
" ver ſhall be, the car- 
neſt deſire of ceinwd | 
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thy Brother in 
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To the Reader. 


Reader, . 


ou wilt find is thus little - 
Book ſomething ſuitable to 
thoſe varus changes; | 
differing conditions that ore 
dinarily poor ſouls are iny 
both before, 'ny ads 77 wh converſion( only 
excepting a high degree of viſible profas 
neſs, and exceſs of rioty with heart haud 
and tongue blaſpheming the holy One'of 
Ifrael,. in an unconverted State) The 
eAuthor was kept from that great. ags 
gree of wickedneſ1,4s you will find in the 
oeginning of Her book. If thus ſhall conse 
into the hads of any that yet live.in thoſe 
pollutions, and abominable corruptions, 


the Lordteach them to conſider, -thatalf© - 
Civility and Morality be tog low androw- 7 
little to ftand the Soul in any flead aw. © | 3 
that day when God will juage the ſecrets , vB 
bf all mew by Jeſus Chriit; Surtty 
then fin and ;rofaneſs will be my —» 
ſerable covering. Thus little Treatiſe - 3 
1s npt- intended principally for fach 1(hs 
madlites, but rather for thoſt'wh; pave 
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their faces Lion wardenquiring the way 
thither, as alſo to ſuch as have a name 
and place where the honoy of God dwells, 
toall ſuch I may ſay as an tnconrate= 
ment to peruſe this little Treatiſe, Fieſhy 
as 10 the nature of it g\its that whith 
 hath'been digeited, and it may well be 
called Experience, it may be likged to 
the Wine that Chriit made of wa-« 
ter at the end of the cAlariage-Featt , 
being lait it was better than the firſt , 
though doubils the firit wine was good: 
So 1 hope thaw wilt find theſe few lines , 
though good at the firſk, yet better at 
the latter end, it being the privilege of 
Saints to have their laſt works beft, and 
a they grow in years to: grow in grace; 
which'the Lord grant unto all bus, for 
«bis mercies ſake. Amen. 
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To the Chriſtian Reader, "Jl 


Bae? Cannor but take it 
asa metcy from 
\ theLotd, that 
I have ſuch an 
Opportunity to give my te- 
| ſumony unto ſo worthy a 
work as this is-which indeed 
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* | 1s awork that iSnot common 
' amongſt men, being the 
» | workof a Daughter of Zong 
r 


| nay I may lay 2 Mother in 
| Tſrael, as it 1s faud , Many 
. | Daughters have done vertuoufly , 
© | but She excelleth them all, theft 
2 | fore let Her own works praiſe . | 

| Her \'in the Gates of Zios 
$5 | who hath opened to theview 
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"To theChriſtian 
_ of all, notonly the counſel . 
of mans heart , which. 1s as 
the deep waters,with-the de- 
ceits therof, in which it may 
muſcarry. through the..wil- | 
 domofthe fleſh,ind the wiles 
of Satan , but alſo the won- 
derful wiſdom of God,in the 
powerful. operation of his 
Sparit, inthe clear footſteps 
of. bis Grace, by a large and 
well .grounded experience | 
an the Lords bringing of a 
poor ſoul out of darkneſs 1n- 
'to light, but immore particu- 
-lar thus; How far a foul may] 
. . be wrought upon before. 1t 
-  ,comesto Chriſt , with the 
”\>Jets and hindefances "tha 
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keep it of ck the nibh 
Secondly , of the true work 
of Grace in the heart ,- and 
how this diflers Wh the 
former , Thirdly, the ſouls ' 
cloling with Chriſt , and the 
ſweet enjoyments of the 
ſame. And' laſtly, the full e- 
ſtabliſhment in the free 
Grace of God, and the man- 
ner how God eftefed this, 

wath the ſeveral eflects of 
all the aforeſaid degrees of 
Grace, with fo mich. Vari- 


ety of ſpiritual, foul-edify- 


. 4ng matter, and all fo full 


of life and delight ro a gra- 


"4 .c10us experienced heart, that 
"24 25 ro my remembrance I have 
T Noe not 


tt Þ 


not heard of the like , toge- 
ther with a large diſcove 
of .rhe moſt deviltth and 
: irons delufions of our times 
and thedepth and danger of 
chem, with the great Sonl- | 
| lofles of ſuch as are taken | 
with them, and alſo the | 
nature and tendency of | + 
them-, and Geds rich mer- | | 
cy in his recovering of his | « 
own out of them, and how | | 
by bhis- wiſdome he makes | 
e ſame work for their | r 
r 


good. So that good Reader, 
if thou would lee the very | 
 in{1de of a practons ſoul,wath 
the larveſf experience of the 
1 xiches of Gods great Gn 
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clearly pr elented in this ſmal 
enſuing | Treatiſe being fo 
ſeaſonable for the time we 
| vein, and ſo uſeful for all 
| forts of perſons , wherein 
error and hereticks are diſco- 
yered, the godly moſt ſweet- 
ly edified , and the way of 
truth 1a1d open for ſuch as 
defireit, andmany precious 
principles of truth ſoundly 

aſſerted; All-which, wit 

much more conlidered; did 


| not only affect my ſoul, but 


cauſed me, with others , #& 
preſs on the author =Þ + Y 
ptbliſh the ſame for the Fr: 


of Saints, and a glorious EX- 
. AP d) 
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, ample for all Chriſtians to : 


L 


follow. in a ſerious . obſery- 
ing the paſlages of Gods pro- 
vidence gnd grace, that they 
may berich un experience of 
his free mercies and goodnes 
_ towards them, as that by 
which God: holds our fouls 
in life, and forms his 1mage 
inus,with deep ingagements 
of love and zeal for hisglory, 
' anto-whoſe bolome I commit 
the godly Reader, and this 
good work unto his bleſſing 
upon thy heart, and remain 
the unworthieſt of all Saints, 


. Fobn Spilsbery, 
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"READER, 
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| Hy ſmal Volume 1s the fruzt 
| | of fivate Meditations re- 
7 | ating ta the inward man > 


; which many neglefiing bave been 
like painted $ epulchers. It « 
; | -- # known MaxinsT hat the [ertou 
minded Chniftan is the moſt thri- 
* Ving, eFpecially when the judge- © 
ment ordereth the affetion. Ma- © 
ny perſons are ſo drowned in con- 
1 fr {Y and immethodical thoughts, 
| thatall ther intentions are like. 
an untimely birth, or the graſs on 
| the houſe top. q7 his Anthox hath A 
pbtatned favour of the Lord vs | 
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" * onelytobe eſteemed a Dauohter 
| of Ga: we one ek 
leth in grace, and to be counted a 
Mother im the true I [rel s of 
whzch we have not many. 1 Fheak 
wot this by hearſay onely( though 
| ” ber works praiſe ber in the gates) 
but having had for ſe ome years 
more than ordmary experience of 
» her clear conceptions, and ſound 
judgement; bet ng more natur 
grven to the exerciſe of godl:ne(s 
with ſobriety than others, hath | 
ſterred me up to teſtify [ome of ber 
Frirnual worth, which hath been 
Toery advantagious lo many, but 
þ efpecaall to me.. It waa the great 
forrowof the Jewiſh woman to be 
'N ; ar en betng thereby deprived 
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yF. of bringing forth Chnſkmhis bus 
mane. nature ;-and tt ts greater 
' ſorrowto ingenious Chnſttans to 
be barren im Spinttuals. © This 
prectous ſoul hath concerved 'and 
brought forth Fpmitual fruit, to 
the view of good and bad: the mat- 

| ater contameth a gradual narration 
yy Lords vartow dealings with 
er many years, both in, and af- 
ter Converſion, which Sfeaketh 
| forth mach obſervance of Gods 
daily footſteps 1m the ſoul, the 
like have not comnonty been ſeen; 
few have giventhemſelyes tobe 
mntent tn- diſcovering the beauty * 
of Chriſt im thernward man.” If 
| thinmaybe mmſtrimental to bring 
. Forth the aduetronal. experiences 
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prefadent, | efpecially in this age» | 
mm which Saints time hath been + © 
accaſtonally taken ' up more tn 
building the walls of the true $1- 
en, thanin diſcovering the trea-' 
ſures of Grace and inwaid Glory | 
-of Chriſt Tr the ſoul. | 
. Theſe znward Exper: ences 
are not intended to Irmit others > 
but to provoke ſelf-examination 
and Spiritual quickning. They 
are orderly laid down though with 
brevity; a word to the wiſe 1s a 
nowgh. Here is the danger of fm 
diſcovered, the excellent ſafety 
+of a ſoul in Chriſt” declared, the 
duties, of previleged Chriſtans 
| manifeſted}. and ſome. cations | 
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of other Saints, 7t will be a good 


: Veader, 2" 
laid down to take heed of a light 
and unſound Generation of men, 
whoſe deceits have been largely 
expertenced.Be watchful, leſt you 
fall where others have ſtumbled, 
and are through Grace recovered 
and much e ftabliſhed. Read with 
diligence, confader with patiente; 
thy encouragements are many';. 
that which is tendred being the 
frmt of the Spirit of grace doth: 
axvite and animate thee ; to con-. 
clude, thy labor ſhall not be Rn: 
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thegt day of the . '- and welwiſhing. 
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thor to the 


READER. 


Heſe notes in Py following diſ- 

1 conrſe are ſome of the fruits f 
$ my labours written at ſeveral 
” gtimesr inmy Husbands abſence, which 
W345 be ſome ſatisfattion as tomy. ſpent 
ing'thst time, I did” intend then only 
for my own private aſe, at a remens 
br aucer of the old loving kinds: 2[s of the 
Lord towards meycy twas not inthe leaf 
iis wiy thoughts that ever it ſhould have 
been preſented to apublick view , but 
.. after 1 hid written the greatett part of 
| i; ſhowing it tomy. Hus)and he had 
(ome thoeghts to publih it , judging it 
"_ be profitable to ſome precious ſouls 


thourh it be written but in'4 * 


pe 0-4 X Pha 1 way, and I ans conſti« = 
© < to wy ſelf of too much we ahneſt and 
b, HEE to x an - Ar pengy wy the . 


b "5 
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good Pye or ts propagate the luſt 
v_ of the Lord mr” 1 as 
ling to ſubmit to bet 
_ through the Bleſſ ing -of 'Ged & is 
may be nſcful, knowing from my own exe. 
| perience { have received much from. che 
Lord by reading : but beſides the ſenſe 
of my own nnworthineſt, as {4 had ſome. \ 
diſcouraging thoughts as to my writing 
of it at the firſt, jo I have mer with rhe 
like as to my giving way to the publiſhing 
of its As firſt y 1 rhought I might "ow 
to ſome to walk in an untrodden path , 1 
having never ſeen any thing written be= 
fore in this manuet and methed ; bat 
whatever entertainment it ma 7 od 
with ſuch, knowing from whom { | 
receivedit, 1 am A ſatisfiedy my foot 
ſteps will be found as for matter , (o for 
method and manner among thefout-fleps 
of the flock, of Chriſt, where 1 deſire ta + 
feed beſides the + eards Tents,Cam.”  ** 
1:8, Another thought which did diſcows 
rage me wasy kyowing 1 muit expett ts - 
encounter with Satan in relation to it ſe- 
veral waies, but believing 'thas-nifich WW. ” 
way ſoever he appears whether 10 abaſe., 
- or aaa me in WP owe y ons ba, w 8 


. i. ” 


nn El 
re 7 that [ | 
with -advantage. be delivered from bus. 
and temptations: : Thus reſolvin 
rocommit my ſelf and it to the bleſſi v9. 
the Almi $r.64 deſiring it may be actep- | 
ted of the Saints as the widows mite, and 
4 that whatic weakmay be covered with | 
' Td is the. deſire of me. the ——_—Y 


| Servaws of Chriſty | 


Lane Turner. 
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The manner hoip f was at fur ugh; 
the writing theſe 7 jr th, 
| lines, with the reaſotts*; 
grounds for doing the > 


(Pn 7 Hro h the good 4 h 
Do klneor © God, po 2 
363 ved 1n, ' Newcaldlg., for ; 4 


ſome time , where.I 


recelyed many precious mercies Y: 

from the i which I_defire -_* 
| may never be forgotten b mF5 by 
| and being under a botlily afflidti- © 
on; the Ford was pleaſed ſod --: 
vilt' me with his loving kind= + 
neſs,; that I can . > RO _ 
#time of joy a”  _ 
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deed I neyer enjoyed ſo much 
ſweet communion with God , for | 
- ſolonga time. together, as I did 
#4 that timez for, for the ſpace | 
of ſeyen or eight weeks together, 
I was in a continual converſe and 
| exchanging love with God, as it | 
_ were lodging and living in. the | 
\boſomeot Chriſt ; and truly Ido 
not reniember that in all that | 
time 1 had one conſiderable in- | 
terruption; which condition was | 
_ -(oſweetand joious to me, that it | 
- did exceedingly grieve me to | , 
"think that ever I ſhould forget | , 
'the,patticulars thereof, finding | 
-- *fFomſadexperience,that{though | ., 
” + .* I: can never forget the ſubſtance | j,, 
. of ſuch things, yet) I am prone | ,, 
- toforget the particulars, ghe re-} 
"membrance of which I tind to be!,,, 
+ "wpuch forthe glory of God, andpr. 
*my own comfort and profit,eſpe=$e 
cially intimes of trial and-temp 
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{ations 5 upon the WuGdotarien 
of which I thought it might be a 
good way to writethemdown. :; : 

And callingto mind ſome of 
theold loving kindneſles of God 
towards me, 1 reſolved to write 
down ſome of them : ForIdo 
believe I cannot. remember the 
hundreth partof the kind deal. 
ings of God towards. me, ſo as 
{ to write thetn all s but thou & 
cannot remember all; ;yetI xr 
| remember ſome, and thoſe 1 iudg 
| moſt conſiderable I refolved to 


) 

r 
O 
It 
0 

et | write them down. 
1W Butas I had inany thoughts of 
40 HE to do it, fol 


Ce | had ſomethoughts that did diſ- 

De | courage me; AS 

re-} Firſt, I thought it would be 

bor Ejvery hard, if not impoſlible, for 
meto remember cha which hath _ 

ro een ſolong lince(ſo as to write” 

4 _ the Lord was pleaſed to 
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ſatisfy me in this', that my cnds 
being ſuch as were agreeableto 
his*will, he would according to 
his promiſe, in my endeavours , 
| bring things tomy remembrance: 
\-and truly 1 was confirmed in be- 
| Heving he would ſodo, from my 
+ -ownexperience, forl donot re- | 
| memberthateyer I ſet my ſelfſe- | 
; | rioufly to meditate on the for- 
mer kindneſs of God towards ' 
me , but I was*-much refreſhed | 
by it, and remembred that which | 
I feemedto have forgotten- 
A Second thought which did ; 
diſcourage me was, fearing leſt | 
throughforgetfulneſs as I knew} | 
T ſhould leave out ſomething} | 
which was, fol might poſliblyf | 
write ſomething which was not," « 
which would not by any means} n 
. wHlingly do; this I diſcerneq a 
to. bea temptation tor fear otby * 
rc 


- | _ pocrify, but God was plea 
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to ſatisfy mein it, with this 'r& © © 


ſolution, thatgghat Idid I would 


doas in his preſence, and that if ' 


there wereany thing which was 
clear to my remembrance, that 


I could not bring in without | 

ſomething which was doubtfull, 
I would rather leave out the one, | 
than write the other, much les / 
write any thing which was a 


plain addition, and in this reſo- 
lution I ſet upon it, bglicving 
that God would affſt and help 
me, deſiring not to give way to 
diſcouraging thoughts 5 for I 
have often experienced this, that 
it in writing, ſpeaking, or doing 
of any thing whereby God may 
beglorified, weſhould give way 
to temptations and dilcourage- 
ments, we ſhould dv nothing at 
all:-For Satan and our own hearts 


' wilinot be wanting to us, that 
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Butwithgriefofhea 
_ | fels, chit che greagg(t diſcourage- 
| been fromthe Saints themſelves 
( I do not mean only as tothis 
articular,but asto other ſpiritu- 
al duties alſo ) by whichlT truſt I 
havelcarned in ſome meaſure to 
' takethemore heed how 1 difco- 
\. rage'others; and doubtleſs Saints 
ought to takegreat heed leſt by 
their gaving juſt occaſion of dil- 
couragement they quench the 
Spuit of God in them,2 The. 5. 
15. quench not the Spirit which 
\._ that wemaynot do, weought to 
&--— endeavour for a Spiritof diſcern - 
' /1ng, andforſuch a carriage b 
' which we may beſt draw f Forth 
the hearts of others in ſpiritual 
things ; not that we ſhould draw 
orput perſonsupon that which 


.ye & fouls, encourage any 
ae os : IO 
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art Imaſt con- 


ments that Thave met with have. 


they havenot received, or Ko 
Q_. 


7. ff &f bu” — | ed. A _- _ 


ts of 


put tuiniives on wh 


on way , ſuch as the Apoſtle 
ks of, who would be prea- 
x goon: the Law, when indeed 


| they know not what they fay, 


nor whereof they affirm, 1 Tix. 
7.7. the hearing of which, bath 


{ been noſmall burthen to my ſpt- 
: rit. Fwiſhfrom my ſoul, that not 
| onely particular Saints may be 


faithful in the diſcharge oftheir 
duty, to reprove ſuch, but alſo 
that the Church would: put forth 
their Authority for the calling: 
of them in, and thatſuch bre» | 
thren onely whole gifts are ap» | 

proved of by the Church, may | 


Yo:s C3. 
, Wy" | "> M " We - - [ ” | 


| Cncreiſe therrgitts publiquely, 


; andno other, that the-Saints F 


may not be burthened,,. nor. the... 


*| worldblaſpheme, . I ſhall ſay.a9 


| mtbre 2240 this, 'belixving, Wt 
r $5 © 


but rather reprove them. elpe 3 | 
cially thoſe who ſo a& i , I \ xA 
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-_ - theLord will mſtru& thoſe that ! 
[- arecalledtothat work,namelyto |; 
Judge whoare fit to be teachers, 
defiring only to caution Saints to 

take heed of caſting ſtumbling 
blocks ineach others way - For 
doubtleſs, though its one of the 
_. laft,yet itsnot the leaſt trial,that | 
after we have in a great meaſure | 
/ overcomethe world , the devil; | 
 andour own hearts, we ſhould 
' meet with 'lets and diſcourage- 
' mentsfrom oneanother. | 
_ ' Itsthat indeed which 1s ſuica- 
L ble to an imperfedt ſtate Inwhich 
_« 'weare, andby which we may | 
learn, astolive more fingly on 
God, ſo alſoto preſleafter, and 
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up the hearts of ſomhe-more able, © 
| rocnlargeuponit,knowing there * 
| | is great need that Saints ſhould be 
|  exhortedtothisduty,namely not 
to-diſcourage but'to, incourage 
one another in all good things; & | 

I defirethat we may ſet befoxeus ©: 
| that exhortation of the Apoſtle, 
| Gal.3.26: Let ws not be deſirous of 
| vain glory , provekiug one another, 


| envying one another;From wHkence 
s. | I obſerve, that to be defirous. of, 
vainglory, mgkes way for aſpi- 
- rit of envy » and-ſo toproyoke; 
h - and grieve one another, . 
y Theconſideration of that Scri, 


« 


ture with Jar.4+-5.may thr >< 

n| 4+5.may throg 

d the ens of God be very ule. | 

in} Ffullto Saints for this purpole:for 

| queſtionlesaſlightingafthe gilts 
and grace of God in otheys;. doth _ - 
many times ariſe offa' defire;of 
yaln glory, anda ſpirit of envy+- * 
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topards mee in a ſlate 


4 —_ and Darkneſs 
ore Converſwn. 


| F* T7 No we _— 
| the 


FT pleaſed the Lord I was civil. 
ly Þrought up from a child, 


q ; and kept from ſuch groſs evills 


asperſons meerly- civil do not 
allow, but otherwajes very 
'. vain; and that which inſtru- 
mentally kept me from ſuch 
things, as I'conceived, was (to- 
her with my civil educati. 
. on} adeſfireof bappineſs, and a 
- feirof miſery, having a general 
- notion that ſinne was atrended 
with miſery; -for I remember, 
' when- Þ had: done any thing 
| oh I Hou was ſin, I was 
A preſently 


| f 


| 
| 
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reſent! ; fear A. 
preſen porn take or gr and * 
alſo to attain happineſs i in the 
end, IthoughtT was tobe ex- 
erciſed-in ſomekind of religion, 
but being yery 1gnorant, I made 
no Inquiry what religion was , 
but took it for granred that that 
was religion which was then in , * 
force from King and Biſhops' ;— 
and ſo going on Igrew very fu- 
perſtitiouſly zealous in all things 
ſuitable to the ſeryice Book, or 
a Cathedrall kind of Worſhip, 
and I thought the 'more I a- 
bounded in faſting, book pray-- 
er, and obſervation ofdaies and 
times, mourning and” affliting 
my ſelf for in, the better It was3 _ 
ſo that I think. I did exceed: © * 
moſt that I knew in that way” 
for blind zeal ;” and luperſtity-: 
ous. devotion -.- yet- at this 
time: "I at ORs Aer myſelf atom: 


gene 


RU 
- 


| Popery oper - and did alMics oppoſe 
that with much zeal, and I am 
fure with much ignorance. 
\ Then being acquainted with 


| ſomewho were then called Puri- 


tans, I began to perceive that 
there was ſome difference be- 
twixt that which I practiſed, and 
that which was done by them; 
and my obſervation of their car- 
Tiages, and hearing them ſpeak 
fach language as I was altoge- 
ther a ſtranger to , did ſo far 
work upon me, that I began 
to queſtion my own condition, 
and oft times when Thad done 


my long book prayers » though 


\-, T had ſcarce ever heardof pray- 
- Ipg without a book, yetT would 
” - In a poor broken manner com- 
plain to God that I was in ſome 
tear that what I'did was not ac- 


cording to hiswill, and if it were | 
nat , 1 did- beg of him thathe. 


would / 
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would bring me to the know: 
ledge of the trath whatever I * 
did undergo for attaining of it- 
But then ſometimes I thought 


my condition good enough, and. | 
though I was never given to ratl | 


or ſpeak evil of ſuch perſons, 
yet I thought they made more 
ado than they need' to have 
done, and that God did not 
require ſo much ſtriqnefle as 
they ſeemed to plead for. - : 

But hearing them ſpeak much _ 


of knowledge, and ofthe danger 


otignorance, and knowing my. 
ſelf to be very Ignorant, Ibegan 
to be more frequent in reading; 
the Scriptures, and hearing ſer- 
mons; but 'my underſtanding = 
not being yet opened, it was 
to littleeffe&t;z forT remember 
I was at this timelike a ſtock or 
ſtoneas to the true underſtand- 


1og of that whichl read or heard, - ; 
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4 that ; ca truly, ay as the Pro. 

" Phet, 1a T/al; 73. 23. Se fookyþ 
- * was T and ignorant, even as 4 Beaſt 
before thee; and y<tat this time I 
was ſomething in affeQion , as 
when I heard any thing of the 
judgements of God againſt fn, I 
ſhould tremble, and when any 
thing ofthe mercy and goodneſs 
of God, orthe love and ſweet- 
"neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, my heart 
would melt (as I thought) yet I 
= underſtoodnothing, ſo as to have 
{it ſeated in the underſtanding and 
,,, This in general|I do remem- 
ber as to that ſtate. 
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Some br {17 ervations 
from this thre of Expe- 


rience. 


Irſt, concerning my be- 
| ar kept from [in by a de- 

lire 0 happanels, and fear 
of maſery : From thence I 
obſerve, 

T bat mm the dates oft Ztgnorance, 
before we have tecerved grace ts 
reftrain us from fon p its 4 mercy 
to be reftramed by Something 
elſe: And truly to me ts a 
mercy ſo conliderable , that 
I dehire to bleſs the Lord for 


It as long as I live. = 
| Sceondly <a 


. its tf 
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ſeeki after and. framing to 
my. ſ{elf-fom&#kind of Reli- 
| g10n, fromthenceIobſerye, 
34 That its naturall for erſc ONS 


gion, and rather than they will 
E worſhip nothing » they will wor- 
E ſhip, Samarttan like, they know 
not what, John 4.22: 


Thirdly, concerning my 
-. © oppoling Popery, when my 
. - elf lived 1n the practice of 
' *thefame thing for the nature 
of 1t, from thence I obſerve, 

That a-perfon may oppoſe an 


7n the It ame error for the nature of 
nrne ty it, 
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to make after ſome kind of Reli- 


enor, aud yet [rve at that time. 


' nin. baſs, pas 6. tw _ 


it, though in a Inver degrie, al © 


not know it : And that not on- 
ly perſons totally ignorant; 
but Saints alſo, if they take 
not good heed: for I have 
experienced this more times 
than once; | 


' Fourthly, concerning my 


| complaint and prayer tO 


God in relation to truth ; 
from thence I obſerve; | 
That a perſon before converſt- | 

on may ( for ought I know ) trad: 

prays and that from a ſecret wot 
of God upen the heart: And 
therefore though 1 cannot 
from Scripture-rule exhort 


ſuchto Pray, ſo neither jrom Ep 
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' encecanIforbidrhem;but ra- 
ther re10yce to fee the hearts 
of any run out in ſuch a way. 
- - Fiftly, concerning my be- 
ing! fo much affefted with 
truth, though I underſtood 
it nor, from thence Ft obſerve, | 
4 +; 'T bat ignorant perſons in hear- | 
Pp ing truth may have therr reaſon [: 
ſofar touched, that the may aſ+ [+ 
ſent toit, and be much aftefted n 
mth. it > and get underſtand n0- Jan 
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thing [0.48 ty have 2t ſeated in the 
beart and. judgement ; and be- 
cauſe 1t 15 not; ſeated in; the 
' heart and wdgement, 'that 1 
conceive” 1s. the reaſon why td 

1gnorant perſons, are 10 unrÞhe 
. Ccextajn and ſo, unconſtant infhe 
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their cloak concern 
truth, and why many SY 
live a long time under much 
1Neans, yet contmue very 
| | tgnorant, at may be ever /ear> 
| ningand. never able to come to the 
» | knowledge of the truth, 21.37. 

| and as the feed upon the ſto- 


A 

- {cauſe zt hadno roots So hor* 
P not being rooted in the heatt 
ſand indgement, though it 
7e | ſpring up in much affection; 
- fyet it comes to nothing. And 
1< ELAC eed 
'1 


n_not - affection than othersy | 
1 5 wha of that(l conreigg. 
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ny ground withred awayb&- 


rhorant perſons : 
29y tins are {ooner affects | 
yd, and doe feerri- to have 
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15:the ſame alſo with that of 
the ſeed upon the ftony 
ground, it ſprang up fſud- 
denly, Pecan it had not 
depth of earth ; ſo its natu- 
ral for 1gnorant perſons to 
ſpring forth in affection , 
they. havang: as 1t were no- 
\ thing elfſe'to.do but onely to | 
be affected; their ſirengrth | 
running all jn one vein, orf ; 
2n one. Chanel, they ſpend} - 
all. in afle&tion , while o-] , 
thers that have more under-| þ 
+ Randing have many other] g 
things to do, all the facul; 
ties of their ſouls being. ex; n 
ercilcd, their ſtrength 15 diff 
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perſed into many vems ; 
weighing - and pondering 
things 1n the heart and mdg- 
ment , that it may have 
depth to- root and ſettle 
there; as 1ts ſaid of Mary, ſhee 
pondred thoſe things tm her heart, 
Luke 2. 19. fo they are trea- 
ſuring 1tup in their hearts, > 
having 1n their treaſury things 

new and old. Mat. 12. 35. and 

13. 52. and alittle affettion | 
where there 15 1dgement, 1s. | \, 
better thana great deal with-/ / * 
out indgement; yet much | | 
affection with a ſound mdg- 
ment 25 belt of all. 
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How I was brought to ſee my 
 felf m anjſergs ſtate by Na- 
ture » and comvinced 7 by 


| the Laygand 2 converted to du- | 
ty  . labouring for life. by doing, 
though at that ttme 1n my own 
thoughts far from owning ſuch 
a thing. =D | 


The ſecond rote of Exp 


RE rovidence bearing a M1- 
niſter ofthe Nation who was 
then called a Puritan, whor 
thingh 1 uſed often to hear, 
yaTcouldetruly ſay as the Proy, 
phet in Day, 17. 8: Theard, but 1 
wnderitood not ; and asT wasonce 
hearing of him , very ſuddenly! 
| p noughe Idid diſcern and un-! 
\ TO og pore cul 


'and more difti 
did before that ti 


| Dat time MUYCA, . 
* | affected with it, and det 
Y own. God in it, ;havi many 
= | ſuchthoughtsasthefſe, that.as 
y | it: was faid of Zydia,d@.16..1 
_ | that gow the Lord had open 
my underſtanding; and now [I 
? |. hoped [ſhould have more know: 
7 | ledge, and delight more in bears - 
hk | ing aad reading , whereas be- 
fore It was wearylome. to .me', 
becauſeTdid notunderſtand any 
thing but in a confuſed man« 
- | ner. TOR ff ol 
E After this I hada.great delight 
n | to hear this man, and thow! 
r, | thought it much, on any-athy 
occafionto go one mile on, foot, 


ry foot, 
1} yet to kear him I could gothree, <4 
<1 and back again:the ſame da fre . 
yi quently ; and by his Minilte: ad 

4 was brought to ſcethe ſuperſtts 
y 4] thoweyalty, of mY former. zeal, 1 
ay > 4 22S 
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MN IS AGEL remmnber | 


that at this tirfie T had ſuch affe- 
Qivnate heart-workings towards 
' God and godlineſs, and ſuch a 
Hatred of all fin, according to 

yhat I then knew , _ I did 
many times in my. ſerious 
thoughts chnſe rather tody than 


_ live, meerly upon that account, | 


becauſe I would'not fin a 
God , knowing wy ſelf (ee 
thereunto. 

"And though Tcannot ſay that 
at this time T had faith in God, ſo 
2$ to believe his Love tome on 

olpel g rounds, for I was total- 
| [ igverant ofany-fuch thing ma- 
ay ye years after; 'yet Fhad good 
hts of God from that glim- 
mering light whichT then had- , 
=_ 'which did produce in we 

—— a to him, as Icannot but 
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this horrid temptation', to! que- 
ſtion theBeing of God,andI rems. 
ber it uſually came ups me when 
 Twasalone, but eſpecially as. I 
was going by my ſelt to hear the 
aforeſaid Miniſter, inſomuch that 
it did — trouble me , 
and I then- diſcerned it to be a 
6m pou _ reliſt and 

abour againſt it, drawingargu- 
ments on. went jn the Gelds from 
thevery works of Creation, to 
confirm my ſelf in thistsuth, that 
there isaGod,& that it ſhould not 
be in vain for meor any to ſerve 


aſfault me, and ſet upon me with 4 


himz and earneſtly crying .ro 2 


God againſt it, through Gracel ©. 
was not overcame by it, buthad 
a ſupply of ftrength until-it was : 
removed;. and I was:no more -- 


croubled with it in thany yeary -- 
f | eiieq |: 26) O33 MI 
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Z0N aſi hears 
= 
| e years, I 

Joo ve fee my ſelf in a miſera- 
rpms GS: and wascon- 
vincedoffmby the Law; but be- 
Ig mncie oftheLord Je» 
fas,/andtheir dofrine, being for 
the moſt-part ſuch: as was ſuita« 
bletotheold covenant , iriſtead 
of toChritt torlite, I was - 
| brongheto agreat degree 'of las 
bour and travell tor liteand baps 
pineſſe,by doing( though at that 
dame in my own thoughts farre 
from owning fuch athing) being 
|  aSexatand ſtrict inall my wates 

k (l think Imay ſay) as it was poſ< 
'Þ Os r creature to be,but 
E) i& Iwas; [till look- 
- aloun the glaſſeofthelaw, 
- themoremy > WdSInCreay 
| fedz: For T:oould ſeenothingbut 
3 gnadgition of fin jnall that wr + 

22:8 
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_— ai calling for a a perked _ | 


rig : 
Theol os at very mank 
troubled, andin a great amaſe+ . 
ment & perplexity of {pirit, feary 
ing Lbould periſh forevergthent - 
*: thoughts todiſcavermyootes | 
4 dition to ſome to have ;aduiſa 
from them,but m with mas 
ny diſcouragements, did not, buti 
kept it in my own breſt, diſco- 
wh by no ps a what Icould 
nothide, which was 
outward appearance _— FA 
fering from what formerly it was; 
which did occaſion ſome to ſay: 
that I was neer a diſtraftion, they 
not knowing what opndition: T: - 


wasin, I 
And truly my condition Was 

ſo fad that I was afraidotadw; 

+ ns ego. 

e ta continue in. ; 

that condition , and vat: he/al 5 


es 


T p Wt 
_ 2 H* 
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*” « finds; wich fear did Sceafi 
| on 'meto*apply my felfto ſome 
meats of comfort',- whereas be. 
fore was not willing to hearken 
toany thing that way : the means 
Fuſed was chiefly ys be rat- j 
ex; by which it pleaſed the Lord 
Tcameto ſome dark apprehenſi. 
ons concerning Jeſus Chriſt, be- 
mig' perſ[waded there was ſome- 
thing of that nature, whichif I / 
could get a right underſtandin 
of; my condition would be muc 
better 5 bur fearing leſt I ſhould 
ſiak--under my burthen - temp- 
- tations comming on me like the 
. waye ofthe Sea, I was forced as 
- Iwwent'about my occafions often 
| focryto God, like the Diſciples 
Inanother caſe, Lord (ave me;e!ſe 7 
_. perifſs, Mat, 8." 25. I thought 
 manytimes , I was even ſinking 
- under 'my-burthen; and Þ did” 
_ believe: there was no help but: ? 
IN only 
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| promiſe, 6.did much fup 


was: able-io doit ie wn thet - 
he would doit, or whether; he 


would ſave or damn me at laſt, a 


knew not, neither did 1 thinkit 
flible for me ever to" navy 
nown that, except It were by 
ſome extraordinary way, W 
very tew did attain unto. 
But by degrees I began to ſtay 


upon ſome promiſes wy > 
{uch conſiderations as theſe; farſt; 


\ Tthought it could not ſtand with 


the goodneſs of God to- damn a 
poor ſoul that had ſuch heart=. : 
workings and deſires after him as; .; 
T had, having much in my-” ; 
thoughtsthoſe wordgof Sampſons! 
Mother , Judges 13: 23. Ithoughe, 
that if he did intend to deſtroy, 

me he would never haye Ponte 
me ſuch deſires after him; F 
ſeryed metillnow; and chenthas: : 
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—_— for't Tools oh thet-if” 

* creature did - | 

ſt after ri neſs, I 

rh thefe promifes and coni- 

derations, with fome confuſed 

E:? te Lord Jo that I had concer- 

ning the Lord Jeſas, did mach 

raiſe me; the thoughts Thad of 

- him wereſuchas theſe, I did be- 

lire that theJuftice of God muſt 

be farisfied for fm; and thar no- 

_ thing could fat isfy his juſtice 

bur a perfet tiphreconſ"eſle now 

Feb Twas to be very ftrit 

_ | migcircumſpet in all my waies, 

_ $f*-it were poſlible, to perform 

fac a righteonſneſls, but what 

 T-eonld nor do, Chrild had 

- done for me, and when 1 had 

done any thivg that I thought 

washn, . I could'not apply Chriſt 
epetited ; that was: tilt 

- Thad mourned, faſted and pray® 
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1 withthenot deftroying or pre« 
judicing nature, for there 'God 
would have - mercy rather than 
facrifice, and Jeſns Chriſt would 
make up that which was want- 
ing: ſo that Chriſt was my ſtay» 
though itwas through a very car*+ 
nal and wrong apprehenfion. 
But though I tho hop nt I muft be 
ſoqualified and fiered for Chriſt 
before Icould recerve him,and be 
made happy by him," yet Tknew 
there was no mercy to be fonn 
_ withouthims nornolife but" in 
him:Tn thisconditi6 1 lived forte 
years more;and grew very cheer: 
ful & confident 2s Tthink it ws 
poſſible to be; under ſuch an ap® 
rehenfion) but. yet'thy conft« 
ence was alwaies moreor lefle , 
asI wasmoreor lefs ſtrift in my 
Watess and jr o  yereas 5Y 
had mu” never fo fhif yer i 
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Sachs as-it was zle for me 
to-do, for otherwaies 1 thought 
Chiift would be nothing at all to 
meg yet my hopes were greater 
thanmy fears , and1 wasreſoly- 
ed, if 1 Sos, I would periſh 
here at. the fcet of Chriſt: and 
now Ldidnot only ſee. that poſ- 
fiblewhich before ! thought 1m- 
- poſſible, but 1 had great hopes 
- +, and much confidence moſt times; 
+», This apprehenſion, though it 

be that which i is far below. the 
| glory of: thefree graceof God in 
Goſpel; :yet it did preſent 
Chriſt very lovely to hey 


ceinimea real lovetohim ; | 


as Idarenot but.ſo judge, conſi- 
dering bow-1 ſtood atfeted to, 


' and delighted: in, whatever I 


at ; wa, ay ln £c Ld. os. lc © co oo. 


knew tobe biswill-: Though -L Ki 
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mult, confeſs I,think-at the firſt 
A ; BEEeN wheel that hou | 
4 adDou 


1 about;iwas my own /ood; yet S 23 
1 am very w/o rv —_— 6. 
time had a reaHoveto,& delight 
1 in,the Lord Jeſns Chriſt, and his 
commandements were Dot grie> 
yousto me, but 1 did approve 
+ ot them to be the moſt excellent 
things, becauſe approved of 'by 
theLord ; and I well remember 
I was fo fat taken offfrom de« 
ligheing in fin, that I think Imay 
ſay I1did hate it with a 
| Jhatred, as that which was in it 
| Fſelf theonly object of hatred, .a$ 
; JYit was againſt God, and all my 
' Jdclight was to be with thoſe that 
| Fithought did excell in vertue, 
; Jand I could not bear wicked per- 
 Yfons, buttheir waies and pradti- 
es were odjous to mes yt 
, Will 1 ſay my condition at this 
| Kime was acondition of extreme 
; Wondageand below the Goſpel. 
3 7 fhall ſay no moteof it, but 
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woe 1Yg thir whae Theye ling 
_ written Tthink 1 may ſay 1s: not: 

the tiundredch/partof thelabors: | 
and travells of my foul-whiles I | 
hyed inthats ondivions, and 1f 
- Ifſhould goaboutto write it all,I 
know--not how ' nor-when to 
makeamend- But God was plea» 
ſedin mercy tofree me from that 
bondageby che manifeſtation of 
his love and grace through-bis' 
Son, to whom be all praiſe _ 
glory forever or; Amen. | 
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Go ome rf Ob ervations. 
from this ſecond note 0 


gr ence. 


1 
J 
[ 
d 


ry Concerning the per- 
| Fi by whom m  EXPETI>- 
ehce 1n theſe th ings be= 
| gan, which was-one; ( as "I 
indge) not rightly called or 
| ſent to. preach the Goſpel, 
-, 4 he fot being related to a true 
I Church ; + Ib otherwiſe or 
4 | hope )agod y man accor- 3 
ding to that meaſure of light MY 
The hadrecerved, Ho toon 
I From whence table f 
bat; t+. #, Ee Ra ir Pos gs. god!; EE 
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man in umes of Ignorance and 
carkne(s to be a Miſter of a 
falſe Church. 
Secondly, I obſerve, That 
though it be not the work of a 
| falſe Miniftery , neither 1s it | 
the way of God ti> convert. [ouls 
v4 5 yet accidentally or pro- 
videntially ſomthing may be 
done that way by them, eſpe- 
Hally ta times of perſecuti- 
on, where thete 15not a true 
Miniſtry abroad ; as indeed 
Iam much wnchined to own 
the work: of conyerſion t 
be begun ih me at rhis tir 
and that for theſe reaſons. - 
- Firſt; becatle now w 


4 | only to make me willing * 

| bur there was ſome. change 
wrought in the whole ſoul; 
at | and every faculty of it , 
*, | which before was dead, had 
:, | now ſame life and motion 
ls | 4 things relating tro God 
| and goJlinels; as the under- 
ſtanding was opened, {a the 
will was changed, and mage 
willing to ſubmut to, truth, 
and to 1mbrace the wazes of 
life, though it werethrgugh 
the greateſt difficulry,; yer .4n 
much darkneſs ; ang then the 
of aftections were taken, and 
"4 though there were but a lit- 
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"andddichtin m wh "and a great. 
hatred of the contrary ; all” 
-which 1 apprehend could not 
be but-from ſome ſeeds of the 
Gof ll, though throagh falſe 
teaching, there was not that 
bleſſed fruit of 10y and peace 
in believing ; alſo the Me- 
mory was active and buſie 
toretain truth, ſo that here 
was ſome change wrought in 
the whole ſoul as oforeliid.. 

A ſecond reaſon GY 
- *whenl lay under conviction 
t- of fin by the Law, and was 
Z ready to {mk under my bur-- 
_ then, thatwhich did por 
; "and bw wA Baton wal 
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| fy fr A of kl 
| "were not according to the 
: Goſpel, as' to the glory -of 
e | the free grace: theremn- cor 
© tained, OLIN 

tl Athid reaforri is, fromaks> 


e Wi + onus; of that fruit 

>- | which did appear at that 

ef} time,” which was an 1ntife 

e | love to Chriſt ,, and a &con- 

Tot verſation ſuitable thereunto' 's 

| | accordifip-to the light then 

fe] received: For there was not 

enly a doing good, but aTove, "3 

to it, -and delight init; and "5 

Iz therewasnot only a forbeg- 2M 

ty ring evil, but a CRT and) 
nation 'againit 1t. : It 

: Fore ahh art 1 
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| + fimie, Icannotbutmuch ten- 
der perſons in the like con- 
dirzon, who do manifeſt þ 
8 good canyverſatian, a rea 
work of God upon theu 
hearts, tlqugh living in a | 
diſcovery beJow the privi- 
leges of the Goſpel: yet nat 
foto tender thetn, as not to 
tender the glory of tyuth a- 
bove them, being true to my 
rinciples.in keeping a ſtrict 
_ feparationfrom them un re- 
__ to _ _— and 
publick worſhip, 1t being 
50 tothe rule of eh 
Gaſlpel. 2 pi 


« 

te > | ew = . ; | 

x - Three Obſervatzons from 
=O } WP bes p . CC. . k 4 
$I. I - P : 
+. Ne three FOrtgoing re d 

po 2 te " ” 5 4 4 a # - 4 —* . 

el 4 4 LT L (& « Is h © i « | 

3 "Th 0%, Teas TE ” a : ws £ 4 . | 

\ # 6 bl <- ax} R 5 nd 4 - *” 7 " . © ; | \ . b 

8s bay” 2 C 24 , ; TOR on” " / wa 4 _ : 6 *, j | x 


—_. > .; 
9” i A», 


Faſo conc 
- wroug he 1 


V2ng. 


} 0 OS. G—_ 4 I YN TY Y OW ' Cy - pans gi 


i I. 7 So . {+ 
: . - hl « - 7% 
oY L.% * oe. , i l T FR : 
- ah. mM EET of = — we " - 
- . ES... 4 ©. L%- wi of -*; p—% - 


ncmiogthe whole Cane 


from — I obſerve, 
T hat there may be a C bauge 


- wravght-in the whole ſoul to life 


and godlrneſs q lon 14 before that 
ſoul cames to enjoy {1 e by belie- 


Secondly, concerning m 
being {taid upon Chrift 
when 1 was like to fol ut, 
der my burthen, from thence 
I obſerve, 

That .a ſoul may ders hd 


and really flay upop C hrift b 4 
through ſome apprebenſin winch. 


preſents him levely , though it; 


pv; may be that which aoth u9t ds? 4 


hin fo lively as thaeed be be. 
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F 21fakdly,” concerning that 
” entire loye I had to Chriſt 
and his waies, from thence 
1 obſerve, 

T hat though the love of C brit 
manife eſted to a ſoul be that which 
ordinarily begets [ove in the ſoul 
to Chriſt, yet ats poſh Þl: there 
= may be a real love to him , be- 
fore there is ſuch a manifeſtatt- 

Now having, minded ma- 
ny particulars as to my con- 
dition'at' that time when I 
| did experience theſe things, ' 
| F cannot alrogether omit the 
' kindneſs of G od towards me 
' 1nrelation. to perſecutions , 
Ran Song 1t 'yvere but: 2 
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{mall comparatively © with : 
ſome others, yet 1t was more © 
than ſome metwath, and it 
was that indeed which did 
require ſome ſtrength from 
the. Lord to undergo- 1t 
with comfort , 1n which he 
not being wanting to me , 
I Judge 1T ought not to be 
forgotten by me 3 and : as, 
I had comfort 1n 1t at that 
time preſent , fol am ſtill 
well fatisfyed that I ſuffer- 
ed not as an evil doer, be- 
cauſe what 1 did then, -was 
npon a conſcientious A&+: .. 
count, according, to 'that _ 
light received. I could | 
mention many particulars, | 
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ring that it. may never be 
laid to thewr charge. | Bur - 
this book being intended by 
me as a remembrancer of the 
former dealings of God to- 
wards me,] think 1t not altq- 
gether uſeles,as to remember 
the time 1 was 1n that condi- 
tion,6& themanner haw Iwas 
brought from it, fo.alſo the 
time when J was brought 
from ir,and that was after the 
| Biſhops were quite taken a- 
 * way in the beginning, of 
| the flirting of the late : Sy- 
nod. And - @r Edelire to :re-. 
member with. thankfulneſs 
2 to iG -—® tat, [ was nat in- | 
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titngs and ade; vor at at 
very time when the Presbyro« 
nan patty, ſo called, bepan 
_ n, and J mig bt have 
nd with them, Kr enwy- 
< Tailes from them, 
conyited © of a further dY- 
covery of truth ] left thera, 
and was content to become 
a ſcorn and a by-word x- 
mongſt them ; Thotgh F 
muſt confeſs ] had muchre- | 
ſpect from ſome of them alf 
along, yet my ſufferingsfrom * 
that party werefzr more thart 
the former. J could here 
tention many pap anno , 
but ] forbeat , deſiring, as 
| for ws former, Flo _——— 


Y , y - kf _ 
. p wan 


Hows poduponth 0; hope 
will be ſufficient to bring 
_ particulars. to 'my remem- 
brance ; for | theſe rhings 
* ought nor to, be forgotten 


by me , hecauſe in the re- 
memibrance! of them 1 find 


| my heart-much engaged in 
pratſes to God, and chat ſc- 
" yeral waices ; one way, and 
.* thatnot the leaſt, 15,that God 
a5 broken their power.For 
bord I muſt needs ſay, thar 
to my. .obſeryat! On 
, I have ſeen 
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, as ever. 'k did: 1 1n the for- 


ts and. a did wa anet: a5 | 
: OE = SM _ bit- | 


"5 


a7 J 


* _— 
vw 54 C3 


butter , if not 'more,--: 
ſuch as were called. nahap- 


. 
. SL 


tifts ,, than ever the Biſhops 
did againſt thoſe that were 
called Puritans , conflidering 
their time and power : For 
as their time was ſhort , ſo 
when their power was high- 
elt, there was alwates a par- 
ty which did a little aw. 
them. 1 ſhall fay no more 


of theſe things, but that I 
asI delire for ever to blefle - --: 
the Lord in the remem--+. 3 


brance of them, ſ{oldo x 5 WE 


wiſe defire that God would 


deſtroy, or at leaſt keep n=. 
der, every perſecuting ſpurity. ©: 
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what” name or title. 


 ſoever called, till he is 


lat to give them re- 
pentance; | 
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The. thi 7d Note f Experience 
How I was brought to Tr 
bend and believe the 
Grace of God in the Golpel, 
and 1n believing to Tecerve 


the aſſurance of the love » 
God. f 


N order to this ExPerience I 
catinot omit to write ſome- 
thing concerning the reading of 
a book, by which as a means in 
the hand = God I received theſe 
hever to be, forgotten mercies ... 
After Thad livd about five or fix. 
years a ſtrif proteſlor, being ve-+ 
- Þy confident and ſertled upon tho N08 
JLees of Legal Righteouſneſs, ies 
{pleaſed the Lord there came a, ' _ 
man to the Town whine liv lived, 


hom m_-—_ he was £ = 
goo 
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y —— much oppoſed as boldivg 


2 Dr. orpeincs , » yet-not bitter as 
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dto Tay an eſt man, yet 
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ang h Fmt ſpeak, very 
erly apa did much 
der mmy ; only not da- 


Ling( as Nocodemar ſpake CONCEr- 
ng Chri 5c.) to judge 
Ss a therefore 
reſolved to ſpeak with 'tim, 
which accordingly 1 &1d , and 
found him ſpeaking ſuch things 
asI neyer heard hefore, which I 
- then-ſpnorantly judge edto/be er. 
rots; the things he chiefly ſp2ke 
of, was about Free Grace, the 
nature of the Goſpel, and 
theNew Covenant; and though 
_ I was nor able to gain-ſay the 
truth of what he ſpake,, yer fot 
fear of thofe evill con{ecjaences 
that a'carnalt heart' might draw 
from them, I could not receive if! 
Batiafter ſome diſcourſe,inmuck 
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gainſt hi, in the coſe be deli 
red tolend? me C_—_ Ls voun 


(he ſaid) concern 
he ſpake might latbeties | 
fation'than he could give nn 
but weak in pole: lo Itos 
- | it home with me, but being 
14 much pos of ne, was at a 
. | great diſpute M1 own fpivit 
; Saber] ſhould eh or not 
butfearing 1:ſt I ſhould ſeem't6 
: ſhut my eyes apainſt the light, at 
Þ laſt I came tothis reſult; that'l 
| would readir,, bur rſt 
I a day by faſting ant praye 
a) ſeek. "the Lord' g CINOWDar Was 
I truth io it 1 of the ciridrace; en rm 
thathe would keep and preſerv 
4 me from: error ( which record. 
| tage finding | 
ſcope of they 
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other particulars ; but on the 0» 
ther band theſe Miniſters(whoſe 
words wete then as Oracles to 
me) did ſomuch cry out againſt | 
it , charging all to take heed of | | 
it, it being full of errors of dan- | | 
groan onnnuenens, that when | x 

came about the middle of it I | | 
was ſoſurpriſed with fear of car- | 1 
nal liberty , meerly by their | g 
words, that I durſt read it nof n 
further, but ſent it home again, | t 
reſolving to ſtick to my old d 
principles, and ſo refolved I was q 
that 1 judged it my duty, andJ ſc 
accordingly did praiſe the Lord} ſe 
that I badeſcaped that ſnare and}br 
ſtswbliog block which: it was aft 
liketo be to me, till about halfajan 
year after, theſe forementioned]th! 
Miniſters not "being ſatisfyedtaj ab 
ſpeak againſt thoſe books in priqſtur 
yateonly., but brought them miſthe 
_ -totheirPulpits reading particu 
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lar paſſages, which as they read 
and applyed it , . was contra-  - 
ryto the ſenſeof it, and ſome. | 
timesI thought they ſpake more 
than was true , which did occa-' 
, | ſion me to deſire the book a- 
| | gain for my better ſatisfa&tion 2: 
[ | but they not being allowed tobe 
ſoldat thattime, it washard to 
get any of them, but through 
mercy Igotone,and then I found 
they did not deal faithfully, bur - 
did wreſt and draw falſe confſe-- 
quencescontrary to thedritt and 
ſcope of 1t, all which occaſioned 

{ ſerious thoughts in me, remem- 
> bring when I firſt read it TI laid ic 
aS} aſide meerly from a ſpirit of fear 
ajJand prejudice occafioned by 
their words, and not that I was 
tal able to diſprove it from Scrip- 
ij4ture grounds; then remembring 
nigtbofe words of the Apoſtle, x - : 
18 The/, 5. 21. Try all things , and: * 
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all Qayifh fear and prejugice » 
apd to try it exaftly byathe 


Scriptures, bevering that as it; | 
Oo 


was Gods way to try,ſo he would 
afliſt mein it- which he was plea- 


ſed todo, andas1 read 1 agen 
d I 


to be inuch affcGed, an 

thought it-was glad tidjngs and 
good news if it weretrue, butT 
_ thought it was too gogd to be 
true; for T could not-then þbe- 


lieve that God was ſo free of his, 


Chriſt, asto givehim to any o- 
ther ſinners but to ſuch as were 


ualified, fitted, and prepared: 
or him, or that the wayto glo-- 
ry was fo fcaſy as he ſeemed to. 


mak it, for if it were ſo, then 


all that labqur and travel which; 
Thadbeen a long time in,was ns: 


thing, which could by no means 
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that which is gaod', 1 
t it wy duty to lay alide 


| yield to at thattime, -For. agi 
3X: L- bf. "us ; y | . Chritt 


Chriſt once ſaid tothe Jews that 
Publicansand Harlots emer into 
the Kingdom before them, 242r. 
2181.10 truly Lfound it fo hard 
to lay down my own lepal righ- 
teouſnels, and to ſubmit to the 
righteouſneſs of God by Faith, 
| according to Rom. 10. 3. that 
| Iwasliketoſtick here,when ſach 
as were more profane might re 
ceive the truth ſooner. But feri- 
onlly weighing theſe with ſome 
other ſuch like Scriptures,as Rom, 
4+4. and g.8. Ephe. 2. through 
grace I was In a great mcaſure 
convinced and broyght to ſee 
that T had been exceedingly mi- 
ſtaken in my underſtanding and 
applying of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
whereasI thought I hadattained 
1good degree of knowledge \, I 
now ſaw my {elf to be very igno- 
rant ,, and muſt begin again to 
wy learn the firſt principles of the = _ 
fi F4:. , mdg ,"Þ 
| 9750 % A 
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- gaclesof God, which to ſuffer ſo 
'  muchloſs was veryhard to me(at 
.- thefirſt) but God was pleaſed by 
degrees to {trip meot all, andto 
ſhew me ſuch a _ yandexcel- 
Jency in the Lord Jeſws aboye it, 
thatTI was madenot only willing 
but joyous tolay down all at his 
feet, andI truſrcouldtruly ſay 
with the Apoſtle, That what was 
gain to mes Tcounted loſs for Chriſt, 
yea doubtleſs and I count all things 
but loſſe far the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrift Jeſus my Lord, 
for whom Thave ſuffered the loſs of 
all things, anddo coynt them but 
dung. that 1 may win Chriſt, and be 
foundin him, &c. Phil.3: 7,8, 9, 
&c.and as God hadexalted Chriſt 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, 4 
5+ 51. and hadchoſen him as the 
only excellent onein whom he 
had placed life and ſalyation for 
his; 
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people Mat. 12. 18. ſo my ſoul 
Lid ao of it to be the me" 
exce)lent way, and I truft could 
truly ſay with the Sponſe, he is 
thechicfeſt of tenthoufand ,yehe 
is one, and there isnot another, 
Cant. 5. 10, AG.4. 12. andthe 
more I came to apprehend the 
glory of the Goſpel in the free 
renders and invitations of Chriſt 
to. ſinners, the moreſti]l I was 
affected with it, and did admire 
it,and ſeeing the tenders of grace 
ſo free, and the invitations fo 
general that whoſoever would 
come might come and take of 
the water of lifefreelyg#/ay 55. r. 
Revel. 22. 17. and that 


wiſe caſt out, Jebs 6.37.by which _ . 
word [ come] I underſtood belies” | 
ving, verſ-40. and then conſider. 
ing the natureof the covenant, - _ 
that it is a coyenantof grace _ i 8 


whoſoe- 
ver came to Chriſt hewould in no - 
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ad withoutall conditions im 
the creatures — and that the 
"© eonditiors / ſtand - only between 
God and Chriſt, as [ TA under - 
ſtood by theſe Scriptnres,#ſay 53. 
. 10,#/al,8g. Through theſe con- 
fiderationsT wasnot only enoou- 
, pet, but the abounding love of 
ut did compell and conſtrain 
\. metocait my ſelf upon him for 
life-and falvation,in a way of be- | 
leving, and not in a way of wor- - 
kings .avd to the praiſe of his 
ce as Idefire never to forget 
tj. 1 :did:at this time receive 
.the- aſſurance of the love of God 
-- *ip-believing the free andfull par- 
don of all my fins; That God 
ge conatiep on Chriſt,and 
ding the. wart of his ſoul , 
— d; Eſay 53. 11, and 
. wellpleaſed with me in himagar.” 
_ 3: 17-and that they wereall car- 
: pms thewildernes of. forget- 
P ale 
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thatthey were waſbed away in 
hisblagd, Revel.r. $5. and that. 
God wapld remember them no 
more, Heb. £,12.a0d 10.37, Theſe 
Scriptures, with'ſame others of, 


thelike nature, were by. the Spi-, - * 


Tit of Gad ſet home ſo pawer- 


fylly upon my heartat that time, -. 3 


that truly I cannot expreſs the; 


joyfulnels and ſweetneſs”. of, - 


my .condition, pot -being 
to contala my ſelf from call 
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tpotherstotell them what G d. S. 1 
F 


had dane for myſayi 
. brought me out'ot; 


ur ofpanalage mito” 
 theglorious liberty af adoption, | 
and filled me with joy and peace: 


inbelicving, -yee-with joy 'un- + -: 
ſpeakable and full of glory, Rome, 
15-13» 1 Pet, [- ang I remem«. : z 
eines | - 


- 
* p 
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on, aFcording | to that type of 
Chrult , Levit, Ib. L) I, 22, and "Y 
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os 


9mm, to bealmoſt continually 
ſpeaking or meditating of the 
glory of the free ' grace of God 
Mm 1 Gol] f and of his boun- 
y and goodneſs to poor ſinners, . 
pb to me the chicf of ſinners, 
for Iknow more evill by my ſelt 
than T do by any + Hang yet 
doubtleſs I can ſay as it was once 
ſaid ofthe Theſſalonians, The Gol. 
ſpel came not to me at that time 
in word only, but in power, 'and 
-- much afſurance, and joy in the 
Holy Ghoſt, - 1 Theſ. 1. 5. and 
whereas formerly I thought that 
| to receive ſuch a principle was 
» the ready way to be looſeand 


® carnal, I did believethat as ju- 
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ſtification and fanQification are 
inſeparable, 2 Theſ. 2- 13. and 
that as one end of Chriſts death - 
was as well to redeem his people 
- fromall iniquity and the power 
#3 f fin, as from the puniſhment of 
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fin,ſo the power of grace was more 
ſtrong and able to keep me from 
fin, than all the legal bands and 
{laviſh fears in the world: Tit.3.1. 
and though poſlibly Imight meet 
with ſome temptations of that 
nature, yet to the praiſe of his 
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grace, I can . truly ſay I never _ © 


found my heart more engaged 
for God and godlineſs, and more 
diſingaged from fin, than now » 
which the Lord keep me fo and 
all his, Amer. 


"" brief Ob/errion 


_ -ofrom this third note of 
- 1 pO, 


LT. coopemmine o my Con- 

Fi former con-- 

* dition, before 1 kneiv 

| tile things , from thence 1 
{. obſerve, 

-/ © That perſons may be Very C0N- 

*, fdent on f; on falſe ſegrounds, 


.A nd that 1 it 18 not the ConfmAeNnce 


q that makes the condition god, 2s 
*\ the grounds of it: ; 
E For though {till TfayLam 

* inclined to own the work of Iz 
þ converſion to be begun 1 Wo! me. 
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at. wu time q + —_ 
fome accidental or prov. 
denttal ſcatterings of the feed 
of the Goſpel, 'yet, through 
falſe teaching, thoſe" feeds 
were ſo buried under the a- 
ſhes of legal righteouſnefs,! 
that there was a greater PO 
wer 'required to blow: offt - 
thoſe aſhes, and to carty off * 566 
that work , | tha if * 1} $i 
had never been rn, 5 
according, to that foremens: 
tioned phce , Matth;”” to 
31. how kard: then- muſk: > 
it needs be to' begin- that: ./ 
work: where ris, 1S-. Radu LY: ? 
4. ſuch a righteouſneſs? from#- 4 
I | thence I mere; ORITTS 
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"This, $96 riohteowſneſſe 
Fr Fg the « Ld of rabſ 
egun 1t a ſoul) is a great ob- 
ſtruftion to the carrying on» and 
I perfefting, of that work. 
\. .  Secondly., Concerning 
the manner of the dealings 
of. God with me in the 
- manifeſtation of his Love 
and Grace, which was at 
this time. by reading, 4aS 1n- 
deed however God 1s plea- 
*E {ed ro deal with others , 
| 7et with me , | cannot lay 
it what I have received I 
have alwaies received by and 
.. ' through ſome means , from: - 
- hence ] odferve, - 
Te That: it us god to wait ou. 7 © 
Gul F. 
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| Gal th the uſe of all' means; 
for though the holy One of Urael 
is nat linatted, yet ordinarily 
Wy oy by means, and leaves 
no ground tm holy $ cripture to 
expef# him out of means. 

Thirdly, Concerning my 
1dol1zing thoſe fore-ment:- 
oned Miniſters, being kept 
by 1t from reading or heat- 
ing any other doctrine but - 
theirs, from thence I obſerve; 

That it 4s a dangerous thing 


to eſteem of perſons above what 


4 
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4 is meet, and to be im liatly 
lead by them in Girinal deaf I 
Fourthly, Concerning wy.-- 2 
- ;f not receiving thedoCtrine Gf: 7 
Free Grace for fear of catnaber-4 


£ ” ax 
"a. 


"Lin ; . from hence I ob- 
Os, ASSP 


That ſuch as are ignorant of 
the Free Grace of God are ſub- 
jet to this miſtake, to think, ut 
the way to ſn, when indeed there 


i - -N0 Tue holme(s without it. | 


"Fiftly, concerning its be- 
ing ſo hard to me to lay 
. down, my own righteouſ- ! : 
E ne, &c. and yet "that IJ" 
ould do it with ſo much I © 
- x when I ſaw cleerly the” c 
t:  Srcouſacke. of Chriſt to] 
excett all, ' from thence [. 
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thing fo for perſt ſons (emment in-le- 


bor ſr) ) to lay it down, 
and (ubmit to the righteouſneſs 


of God by fatth > get the ap- 7 | 


pearance of - the tranſcendent eX= 


| cellency ' of Chriſts nighteouſ- 
neſs » will make them do it with 


Joy. 


Sixthly , Concerning my 

being ſo much afteted wit 
| the Free Grace of Cod at 
| my firſt recetving 1t , thatI. 
could not but declare it to. 
| others., from thence I ob- 
4 krve, (yi TY 
That the olad tidinrs -0 
Gofpel Jnr Jv a, FE: = 
R ron Chriſt ., . ſoglads the + 
, ——_s when | the _ LE 
2 in Tad. 
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receives it its like 
not be hid.” 

© Seventhly , Concerning 
the effect of the Free Grace 
of God upon my heart , 
engaging me_more to him- 
ſelf, and dilingaging - me 
more from {in, from thence 
Il obſerve, 

That there 18 no engagement 
ſo: Frog to keep the fa from ( 
ſhining againſÞ God, as the 
Free Grace of, God , nor no-|t 
thing mote endeers the heart to | 
God : Jet doubtleſs where there Y 
i nothing bat only the notion of 
i, there 4s the greateſs advan 
| tage © to Satan that”.can - be gm 
, #hdufually ſuch perſons are thiſf ke 
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For Ms. Goſpel bonds 
be the beſt to be ryed from 
| fan by , yet in many re- 
: | ſpecs irs better to be. tyed 
, | by Legal bonds than none 
- | at all; yet for - Saints 
e | to be fo tyed 1s not only 
e | carnal and below ther'pre- 
vilege, but a great diſho- 
it | nour to Chriſt, and an: ui- 
mf dervaluing of the Free Grace 
he | of God , 2 A above all 
10-] things ought to be. exalted 
th by us, as that -alone by 
which we are truly exalted, 
Fj and therefore ought 'to. ly... +. 
as the ſtrongeſt engage; 54 E 
4 Tmerits: on Saints hearts: #0 - 
'tþ —— Ah hens from . ſing ; _— 
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ſeeing. all Bop we are, have; 
-or ever ſhall have as to hap- 
pineſs here, or glory here- 
after, 1s all of Grace, 1 de- 
fire for ever- to admire it , 
and to live in the glory of 
at ©by- faith ; But ft [ 
find of all other the hard- 
eſt Leflon , yea ſo hard, 
that'-nnto this day I havel- 
'cauſe to. complain of | 
unbelieving hearr 1n many 
things, and 1 have ofter 
experienced. that to bring 
over- the heart to believe 
and to keep 1t up 1n be 
Jieving , 45 no leſs than th 

hty ower -and gift 
Gt, bl EX 6.6 bh. *z 
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" 1n this I Bk ſtrong cqn; 
| folation, that 1 am kept 
by his power ;,. 1 Peter 
4 1. 5. and he hath lad, 
0-1 will never leave thee., 
i] nor. forſake' 'thee., Hebrews 
1 73+. 5: and - as the. , Lord 
ag 2966: laid to Peter, Though F 
| Satan ſhould defers t,, Ws 
_ now... me like Wrheat,.. yet 
he. hath prayed for me., 
and my Faith ſhall not 
fail; and though the we: 
ry vere? =TÞ why Ton Pier» 
ſons. do not. believe ;..4$ 
_ for want of- a: clear under. | $ 
g ſtanding of the Free Grace 
\ Fi God. 10 | the. weed 
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Were! of: it to ſinners | 
yet all that have that was: 
derſtandins do not be- 
lieve , John 12. 17. there 
were ſome whole hearts 
were hardned that they 
conld not believe, and 
Afﬀs 13. 41. tt was: ſaid 
of the Jews, they ſhould 
in 'no waies believe the 
Work of God, thongh'a 
mar! declare it to them , 
that 1s to fay, thongh they 
ad underſtand it ; and as 
Faith 1s wrought in "the 
ſout by God; fo it 45 
that 'by which we moſt 
I honour b1m , and with- 
| Fx which it is impoſſible | 
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to pals him. Fairk wth 
many: wates » and 1t 1S an 
excellent thing to be fee 
in fath, as we may fee 
' 1n thoſe "Worthies » Be 
brews 11. It 1s the ve 
life of Saints, Galatians 
2, 20, and without at there 
1s no life in them, fohn 
6. 53. and as there 1s nolife 
without it, ſo there 15 no 
life, above 1t tall grace be 
{wallowed up in glory; 


For the juſt ſhall Ive by fab, 


Hebrews ' the 10. verſe 
38. but though faith acts 
many wales , and about 
many things. , yet it muſt 


vanes at in ree rare: \L: 
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© _ and there 1s. no room for 1t 
elewheres . for when ye 
go'to exerciſe faith out of 
Free Grace ,  1t 1s weak , 
and feeble, and ready to be 
mod alide by the - leaſt 
ſe but being there 
| wed, all falls before t, as 
\. Dagon before the Ark , Jak. Rep 
ther ſm, law, or devill; 
Sin falls before it, as 1ts an 
+ Inſtrument or means by 
k whichGod purifies the heart, 
*  AGs 15-9.the. law falls before 
+| 1t,as1t takes the righteouſne 
|. of Chriſt by which at 15 per-. 
- fedtly fulfilled, Rom. 10. 4: 
" . Satan "£alls beiore 4t,' as 1t 1s . 
| [that 2 whach we quench. . 
& 22.1 us ery Sarts, Epheſ. - "0 
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6. 16. kid's as in chi way - 
I did at firſt - receive” the - 

pardon of ſin, and fo the 

knowledge of my * interelt . 
in the Lord Jeſus , for 
Juſtihcation , Redemption 

and Salvation ;- So I haye 

no other wa (as I believe 
there 15no other) by which 1. 
ſill retain thoſe glorious pris. 
vileges, than in the.ſame way | 
in which I did firſt recerve 
them, namely through g ACE. 
by faith , not by'afy ing 7. 
that is '1n me Or done'by \- 
me , not by as of :obedi-f2 
ence, works of righteouſ: | 
1 neſs, or ſfubmuſſon to: ors: 
Þ - Ginances, all which are20s 
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- | low and too little to 
keep up my unton with 
God ; but 1 deſire toap- 
peer in theſe as they are 
commanded by God, and 
as they are fruits and ef- 
fects of faith, and through 
which I have communion 

Warh God and his people, 

” (which 1s avery great pri- 

* vilege, and I delirerhat all 

Saints may '-lo eſteem of 

them, and by no meansflight 
them ; but I do likewiſe 

| delire that, none may eſteem 

_ of, them above whats meet; 

+ as to.glory in them, or to 

' phace that - mn them» which 1 

 5:only pecular totheLord - |. 
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Jeſus himſelf, -who is our | 
* All in Alb, Coloſſi. 3.11. Who | | 
of God is made unto uw wgſ- ' 
dome, Tighteouſneſs , ſanthijita- 
ton , and redemption that he 
that glonteth may glory in the 
Lord, 1 Cor. 1. 30,31. And 
doubtleſs it is a great abule | 
to Chriſt, and Ordinances, to | 7 
oloty in them, whach we | - 
are {bied to do, when we 
live not in the beholding 
of him through the riches of 
his grace by Faith, whichas 
I ſaid before, is the higheſt 
life, and fo far as T have : 
experienced the excellency- * 
|- and glory of it, can fay 
- 4 with the Apoſtle, Þ defirerto . 3 


< p "”—_ 
. TT, 0%; Py 
” * 0 þ tonnk "*5 ” ” _- 
EC. ae : \, - 


= af” - 


wo 


; know aoding oe Chr and 
| him crucified, 1.Cor. hr 
Gpd forks that 7 ſhould glory 
mM "any abit |; fave m the croſs 
of our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. 
. 1.44. Imayfurther fay of my 
experience mn this matter , 
-- as''David of the. Sword of 
| Goltah, There 1s none hike it, 
©. 1 Sam. 21.*9. or as the 
2 Apoſtle ſaid to the Corin- |. 
* thians-, That thounh they had 
WAR -thou ſc apd Tuſbruttors ;,; yet 
not: many "Fathers; fo rbovugh 4. 
BW} ror ten thouſand expe- |} 
0 tients 7,- yet I have none 
+ hy thir:; For alk muſt cen- / 
"thr here , and” without 3 
|. ASA Hon A it this 
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I this all 


hetem . me thinks the glo- 
ry and + excellency.; of [the 
life. of- faith 1n;Free Grace 
doth much aPPEar -4n that 
the weak and ; ks Chriſti- 


an do both meet and are 


latisfyed in it, the higheſt 


capacity may be exerciſed in. 


learning more of it, and 
yet the loweſt may reach 
it, fo asto live and have 


ſtrong. conſolation in it, __. 
and Fools ſhall. not-erre:: 1} 
therein , Tſatah the 35. 
chapter, verſe 8. This '$ -;; 
4 that new and living. way * 
'J by the blood of Jeſus, -*: 
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the richeſt and higheſt fa- 
vour that ever was beſtowed -. 
on the children of men, to 
him therefore be glory and 


praiſe for evermore. 
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The ourth Note E) x ener 
fe f was Nar of gw 
to ſubmit to Baptiſm and 

 Church-fellowſbip commanded 
by Chris. 


- 
\Eing through mercy now. 
well latiofied fo —— Ju- 
|} ſtification , Redemption , and. 
| Salvation; "though I had nothing 
to doto belayed, yet Thad much. 
todo toglorifie God in relation . 
3 Sancification and Obedience; 
weporwithſtanding all my for-, 
FeFex perience In point of Faith, 
$1 was very ignorant of Baptiſm 
; i} and all other duties andOrdinaa-, 
; 1] ces relating tothe viſible praftice / 
14] of Believers, onely 1 had ſome 
if darks prebenfionsof ſeparation, - 
| ene ors He ; reafonof, _ 
| hy TY ES 
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| which I had Tees to 6 toll | 


ſome who were called 1ndes 
hy but confiderin; how [ 


ha# formerly been miftaken a- 
bout things ofthat nature, I was 
not haſty to practiſe it , untill I 


was better Gatisfied, being lome- - 


what at aloſs about i itz then after 
ſome timeT heard of Baptiſm, 
thoughT had no acquaintance 
with any that praQtifed-.4t, yet 
knowing there were ſuch, did 
occaſion me to fearch the Scrip- 
tares about it, and by ſeveral 
places inthe 4#s, with that 
Mat. 22+ 19, I was in a rH 
meaſure convinced that Baptl 
of Believers was an Ordinariegs 
Chriſt, andthat there could | 


no tre Church without it, and” 
that Baptizing of Infants isthar 


for which 1 could find vo ground 
In Scripture; and: by degeecs F- 
- was ſofully. fatisfied in tr, and 1 
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] thought the Scriptures were fo 


plain andClear for jt, that 1did 
er at my own Os 
atiſhould be a olellae 
and ſo ms an in reas 
pture, and yet ignorant 
of that which DM las 
thereinexpreſt; then coming to 
London to that end, namely to 
be inſtructed in the waies of God 
more peifeQly, not knowing the 
like means elſe where. , I went 
. many timestohear in the Cburs 
Chriſt, by which,through 
at bleſſing of God, I was 
and more ſatisfied aboutitz 
2 withſtanding all this, by | 
ping to the deluſions of my --, 


own heazt, and Satans infing. 
ments, Th with many inter, 
ruptiongzand. temptations that 
kept mefrom my duty, atleaſt 
one whoſe year after; ſome of 
thoſe tepptations were thele 2, .: . 
- »H'2 Hf. 
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\ it (though a trurk of Chriſt 
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| bt though the 
Saints of old did practiſe theſe 
things, yet as they were now 
practiſed it was ſome Kihd of 
ondage, and below the"Privi- 
lege of the Goſpeil to be tyed 
to a particular people , eſpeci- 
ally in relation to hearing; for 
I thought 1 ſhould not forbear 
Hearing ſome particular men , 
(who were not in the order of 
the Goſpell ) that formerly I u- 
ſed to hear. | 
A ſecond thing that hias 
me was the failings and nl 
Tiages of ſome particular {a 
fons then in the Churches. 5X8 
* A third hinderance wit, T 
thought it my liberty'to do or 
not doit, =, > 
A fourth hinderancgiwas in 
refation to Perſecution, I judged” 
I ſhould not be fit ro ſaffer for 
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untill all thoſe Scru 


moveds- 


Theſe, with others of the like 
nature, were the 'groundleffe 
thoughts that kept me from niy_ 


ples were re- | 
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duty 3 but though kept back by 


theſe for a time, yet I had ſuch; 


ſtrong ecnvictions that I could 
not leave it ſo, but was much 
endeyouring after panemgoand 


and in the uſe of means G 


was plealed to ſatisfy me 3 but 
by reaſon of perſecution there 
was no Church I knew of, but 
onely in Loxdoz , and therefore 
I could not immediately do it z 
but being to be married ſfoorj 
aſter,” I was to live in London, 
and then I reſolved to ſubmit 
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to this Ordinance of Chriſt ; 


but when I came to London, 
I heard all kind of preachers , 
one of which preached a ſtrange 
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al, which bred ſuch a confuſi- 
on+in my heart that I knewnot 
what to do, by which T1 was 
again hindered from my dut 
being willing to try that do- 
Grine, I not having heard the 
like before, it being full of en + 
tiling words of mans wiſdome , 
which 1. did with as much 
diligence. try for ſotne time, 
examining the Scriptures about 
it., as ever Idjd any doftrine, 
but could find nothing 1nit but 
confuſion , a meer ſound of 
words , fome of thofe bigge 
ſwelling words of vanity ſpo- 
ken of Jude 16. 2Pet. 2. 18, fo, 
” through mercy, I lcft It, ande- 
| ſcaped that ſnare, which I de- 
fire to. remember to the praiſe 
of God. Then I refolved to 


proſecute my tormer purpoſein 
zelation to, thoſe duties befor 
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Bebylon till the Lord: was plea- 
ſed by a ſtretched-out arm;a nd 
cleer voice, to: bring tomy re- 
membrance thoſe words in the 
22.. chapter of the '. 4&x yetſe 
6. Ariſe and be baptized , why 
tarryeſt thou 2 and ( as I re- 
member ) tor {ome gdaies toge- - 
ther, whatever I was doing, thofe 
words were much in'- my 
thoughts, then I began to-take 


particular notice of jt , apply- 


Ing it to my own condition:, 
whether 1 was able to give a 


reafon why 1 tarried;, theLogd 


having removed all my fcta- 
ples , and anſwered all my ob- 


_ }:Rions, and ſpeaking of it eo 


my Husband , who was then 


much in the ſame conditioni , 
'I remember we had ſome dif- 


courſe about it, and the refile 


- Was; that the next firſt day we _* 
621.90 H + would... 
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' (: where we had often heard ) 
and declare what God had 
done for us in the great work 
of converſion; defiring alſo to 
obey him in all his comnfands, 
which accordingly we did, and 
gave them full ſatisfattion, and 
'the week following were bap- 
tized and 'added to the Church, 
being ſweetly fſatisfyed and 
oberted therein; and as for 
my former ſcruples I was trou- 
bled no more with them, and 
in particular as to hearing out 
of the Church , 1 never de. 
fired it fince, but God was 
ns and ftill is, to fatis- 


——_—— 


me with the fatneſs of his 
houſe , feeding me with green 
| res there 3 and fitting un- 
der the ſhadow of Chriſt , his 
Fruje is ſweet to wy taſt ; 
WOT? which - 
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may be rand. ſo doing, 

commanded, unti his ſe- 
cond com mipg. 
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| Foe brief Obſeryati- | 


Note of Experience. 
E _ , Concerning thoſe 


o 
L I» - 6 :, 
n) : , 


a4SC% 


ÞP. 


& 


nohts, that "though 

I had nothing” to do ta 

be faved , yet 1 had much 

| to do to glorify God, &c. 

- fro thence I obſerve.  . 

tt That as it is the duty of 

* all that have recerved the 

A7race. of God. to be aftive for 

Dis Clory ; "fo it is the nature 

p F of Grace to teach and. engage 
| Saints to do the ſame, 

Secondly , Concerning | 
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my ignorance oof tin 
pu i er Ordin of Bu not- 
withſtanding all my for- 
mer Experience 1n point 
of Faith, from thence I ob- 
ſerve, 

| That perſons may have |— 
much Experience tn pant of 
privilege, and yet be _ 3 
thety duty. 

AS indeed we are 'more 
apt to learn the- one than 
the other. fn 

Thirdly, Concerning my 
ignorance of that which 1s , 
ſo plainly exprefled.1n =] 
thre , - from thence I © 
feve, | 
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-1 neſs, and thouwh Truth be 
never ſo plainly expreſſed, yet 
2gnorance | cannot apprehend it. 
Fourthly, Concerning 
| thoſe interruptions an 
- temptations .that kept me 
from my quty, from thence 
IT obſerve, 
1-1" That naturally we are ſo 
averſe to duty, that we are a 
. long-time before we know our 
' duties , and when we hnow 
them 'we are ſubjeft to be kept 
from doing them by very m-. 
fles ; and that tt is Satans 
policy 5 if he cannot keep us 
from knowing our duties, to 
| aft ftumbling-blocks in out - 
k Way if ol] ble fo keep US WF.- 3 
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-..2, 1 obſerve;\That thayb > 
Chriſts yoak be eaſe, yet we © 
| are hardly brought to put ut on. '_ 
4  Fifthly, Concerning the | 
- firſt hinderance, That 1 
thought 1t ſome Bondage to 
be in a Church, from thence 
I obſerve, k 
That through wnorance | 
the nature of Chriſten my S 
| 19, we are too ſubjeft to think 
that Bondage which 18 nat only 
Liberty but a great Privilege. 
Sixthly , Concermung the- 
ſecond hinderance, which+ 
was the unſuitable walkings: 
of ſome particular perſons: 
then in the Church. , from” 


thence I. obferve..:....._.. 
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- thers, ſhould make w careful 

lefh we occafun others to flum- 

ble at us. 

_. Seventhly, Concerning 
the thitd knderance , That 
it was our liberty whether 
we would walk 1n Chur- 
ches and ſubmit to Ordi- 
nances or not, from thence 
I obſerve, 

That we are naturally [0 
adaitted to liberty, that we | 

are many times ready to caſt I 

, Off all obedience , and to lk, on 

the Ordinances f Chriſt as un- 

a things. 

Eighthly.,. Sonturuln ; 
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T the fourth hinderance, Feary' © 
ing, 1&ſt1 had got faith e- 
nough to ſuffer for it, from 
thence I obſerve; | 
That aiſtruſtfull thoughts of 
future merctes many times keep. 
us from umproving preſent mer- 
Cles. 

Ninethly , Concerning 
thoſe Convichons, that 
though I was ſ{crupled a- 
bout rruth, yet could not 
leave it fo , but endeavau- 
red after full fſatysfattion 4 
from thence I obſerve, | 

T bat ſtrong Conpittions - are 
not cafily pul out , and where: | 
Grace is predominant , there wilk © 
be an endeayour zot 1o {reothen x 1 
T8 Teoois Shy Wy *” | Out, 
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' Tenthly ,  Concetning 


L obſerve, 

That as fatth comes by hear- 
ng s * ſo. there may be a hearing 
that tends to the prejudice of 
faith. 

And ſuch I conclude 1s 
all hearmg out of the way 
of God,” though ſome more, 
fome leſſe; 1 mean pub- 
lick . hearing out of the 
Church of God; and though 
fomedo wmdge 1t their l1ber- 
ty and privilege 1o .to do , 
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that other hinderance by. 
ſtrange docrine, from thence . 


I-muſt needs confeſs I can- + 
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pry glorious things may 
e ſpoken, yet what priv1- 
lege can it be for Saints to 
hear glorious things, where 
there 1s no promiſe of a blef- 
ling from God ? and there- 
fore 1 may ſay as' the Apo- 
ſtle, of ſpeaking in an un- 
known tongue, I had wra- 
ther hear five words from a 
true Miniſtery, qr in a 
Church of Chriſt, where 
he hath promiſed his bleſ- 
ling and preſence, than five 
thouſand elſewhere, though 
1 defire in a. perfonalgway 
to own and etnbrace#ll or 
| any appearance ofGod where 
ever Þ find ,it 7. and can 
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tht account Tak lay, 
"on much reſpe&, love , 
and delight. in ſome, who 
ave not yet come up. to the. 
true worſhip of Chrilt in. 
his Church, but EL muſk 
' be true to-my principles, 
'F cannot ſee how we that 
are , according ta the Gof- 
ſpelt, ioyned to the Lord , 
 and:his Church, by which 
E /we hold aut to the world 
pf C2 viſible profeſhon of his 
{name ,.and- a feparatian | 
from-all falſe waies of WOr>. 
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of Chrift: and his' 'Apoſtles 
to be no” other” ; 'I fay 1 
cannot fee how - we © fe 
meet with them | in j! 
publique worſhip , to new 
their Miniſters ; or in any. 
other ſpiritual "duty ; but < 
!t 1s a_croſhng our own 
princt les: As this, they ® 
own themſelves trne Chur>» 5 4 
ches, and Miniſters of | © 
| Chriſt , the tgnorant world | | 
knoweth not but they: are” |, _ 
'] , we by our pou | 
1 wm. filent do fo 
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on; m',our ' prinerples- ; - 
we'fay\they are not; Chur- 
ches and Miniſters. of Chriſt, 
by. our, practice we. ſay they 
are, /as hath/been minded. 
+ Secondly, As 1t1s, a con- 
tradichon of -our own prin- 
.- i lo it hath had- ſuch 
ects ,: which are too vi- 
ible, and remains unto this 
day. } L muſt confeſs, in my 
moſt ferrous thoughts I 
have wondered what ſhould 
be. the reaſon that any 1n 
the houſe: of God ſhould 
delire- tobe elſewhere :; 1 
am furs, there: 15-no | reaſon 
to: be! giyenofay” 1t,. nexther | | 
from Spniprute ,c norcexpies] | 
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itseither from ignorance, &, . * 

ſo. perſons in. their! ;praftics __ 
crols their- own! principles 
; | .andnot:knowazx;. or elſe 158 
from corrupt prinerples; os 
. | elſe they are overcome by {onde 
. | violent temptations. -- AS3tg 
| | the 1. of. theſe, Ltrult there 
- | are not many 1n-the houſe. of 
God ſo ignorant. As to the 2. - 
at 15 the dehfire of my -ſoul,that ., 
God wouldyeprove & {heyy *; 
them the evil! of ſuch pringy- * 
ples, and recover them out gf 
ſuch ſnares, As tothe 3. Let - 
"them: take heed leſt having 
-put their hand to the plow, 
and looking back , they be- 
-come uolit for the King- 4 
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of God, Luk 6 [- 8 -> 
wi them likewafe _ 
of pleaſing men, 
lting between two Sir 
fiions , ' but if God be. God 
| folow hims 1 if Baal follow him, 
' xKmnos: $4 21. Thas may 
Teem harſh language to lome, 
but I am Carichyed that what” 
'E have written hath not been 
© from a cenforiqus ſpirit, to 
ug Judge of the,þ-al State of 
* any, or ts queſtion the 
grace of God 1n any, where 
-3£ doth appear in the leaſt 
meaſiſre ; and therefore let 
none fay.'that becauſe Ican- 
not Jac any. to. be true | 
b Dyk urches or amy : 
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the ſame order with us, = 

therefore I fay there 1s-no+ | : 
| 


thang of God or Truth m 
them, or that none {ha 
be ſaved but our fſelyes ; or ' 
that we /ovenoneburt thok 
| of: our own. Judgement , | 
"| whichif any Jo think , 
_ or fpeak of us, 1t 15 a very 
great nuſtake;- for if Imay 
peak for others, as I have , 
already ſaid, 1 do UPON . a 
godly account love, and de- 
Tight 1 it fore who are not 
it our Churches, and-.d0- 
wait for the accompliſh; | 
' "ment of thoſe glorious pto-- 
4 —— 
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Hagecs & hal 
= charges the Lord, & ſerve 
him with one aaheac; and 
when weſhall have one heart 
and one way, and there ſhall be 
one Lord, and his name one, Zeph. 
3. 0 fer, 32. 39- Zach.14.9. In 
- the meantume, Let none un- 
der a pretence of waiting for 


© . the accompliſhment of ſuch 


promules astheſe, grow cold, 
and indiflerent in the great 
bs. ſlings of God : For none can 
| wait for the accom- 
plea of Promiles, but 
R as do. wait in a cloſe 
.. jocrFon with God , p 
I" to that ntl F 
MÞ LAS. received ., | and//, 
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ſo thoſe : that Ha ha: EP 

little of the knowledge of 

God , let them: follow-on 

| to know the Lord , Hoſea 

| 6.-3. and let thoſe that are 
in the faith, earneſtly con= 
tend for it, Jude'3. and 
ſuch as are in Goſpel Chur; 
ches, letthem ſtand faftin 
one Spurit, with one mand, 
 ſirwing together -for -the 

| faith of the Goſpel, Phil. . 
1, 27. andict every one that | 

\ names the name af-Chrifty | 
depart from -.1niquity / (® 

Timothy 2. 19, andthoſe phat | 7 

love the Lord, hateeval?, \ 4 

Pſalm 97. 10. And - 268 T0 
E lire that nane' py ©; 


us Tow cold, or indifferemt | 
: ; the great things o* God, 
tnder a ence of waiting + 
for high enjoyments or dif+ | 
_ £overies , whuch ſhall be ir 
"the later dates; fo 1 deſire 
likewiſe that 'none. may 
>-, plead a gainſt the Truth, 


under a pretence of Love, », 
as many do intheſe dates, * 


labo to confound light 
TYgy ety truth wh 
error, and to _ -_— 
where God hath 
ED Let fach know, | | 
thagtrue ſpiritual love, as-it | 
is mg it the heart by: 
of _ N S tis; 
» los wil p 
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oo WOE GLSI ADH it 5. fo 
4. fixed upon God: chat at 
| Laves all in and for ham: ; 
ſpiritual Love mult- have-a 
ſpirirual object and as the 
obiect 1s: more or leſs val 
' ble, fo1s that Love, it can} 7? 
| n#t love every thing alike, 7 
J nay it works as well by ha- + 
tred of evill as approving * 
that which: 15 good, P[aroh. 
f Pſa. 97.10. Rev. 2.6, P[a.ii .. 
| 122,128.1t loves that which 
Cad loves, -and hates- that . | 
1 which he hates; 1t-loves the 
Ward of Gad, the Ordinan- + 
4 <&80f God, and the people. | 53 
; = God , and hates all- that: - 
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isin oppoſition to theſe, it 
rejoiceth not 1n iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth, x Cor, 

- 23.6. This 15 true ſpiritual 
love.,in which we are to re- 
_\ ceive - every truth, and by 
which faith worketh, 2 Theſ. 
2, 10, Gal. 5.6. and'k dare. 
” affirm, whatever perſons ny 
 pretendof ſpiritual love that 
- 3s not of this nature, it1sa 
meer delnſ{1on', and that all 
that fear the Lord ought | 
to' take heed of 1t. 
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The if Note f Dtjerions 
concermng Notuns , and Pre- 
tended Sptritualittes, in which- 
Satan transforms humſelf into 
an Angel o light: and how far . \ - 
I was decerved by it, and how 7! 
the Lord was plea ed to recover. © 
me out of it. 


g_ row through nad 
| mercy brought out of B raps 
into Siow, to partake of | 
dainties hich. the Lord bath 5 
prepared for his people , Thee | 
Satan,that grand Enemy 0 | 
kind, who goeth about hea rhe 
ing Lion ſeeking whom he 
our, 1 Pet. 5.8. envies MW 
pineſs,- and waites his opportas. -. 
' a catch me- as a fiſh/ 
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- the water, covering his hook* 
a baſe of myſtery and (pi-” 
- Arvplicy, who though I had e- 
ſcaped Jar in all his farmer ap- 


cesa9 a depill yer now”? 
eransforms himiſelt into an Let 


£ 


of light, If it were 
r ever Thereby to begu E po 
deceive © me 5 knowing that 
| thoſe" that are: fo deceived are 
"7/=the fitteſt Agents to promote his 
Kingdome, and that many times 
he prevalles this way when he 
can'prevail no-other way, draws- 
mg perſons to that by degrees 
through * corrupt principles”, 
which they would have trem-* 
led ar che thoughts of before” 
God fach principles; but! 
was pleaſed not onely:'to' 
keep Fm fuch things, but 
cover to-me the way bye 


» hs A. 4 ER 


| others t0 Key 
But before was AS 
cover Satan es t 
by bearkpiogtathe voice o* tbe 
Temprer -( in the thoughts: of 
| whieh 1 deſixe over 10 Ro bg 
bled in the preſence of God). 
was deceived and begyiled by, 
him in ſome + qa thing ny 7: 
and that after this manner ; - 
ter we had lived ſome time. 18 
Londen 4 walking with. - bp 
Church, 1n the proftc of the 
Goſpel . it pleaſed Gog to 16+ 
' | move aur habitation into} thq 
» 4: Country, where wehadnotthay 
| privilege , and after « ” 
(my Husband being in: the Afr - 
my) it occaſioned. our oftep. may f 
go leveral places Ne I 


4 perſons, but whole Chu _ 
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ver mach corrupted, owning & 
xtifing ſtrange things, though 
under-plaufible terms and ſpi- 


., ritual pretences, by which a 


and ſcattered, leaving the pro- 


of the Ordinances of Chriſt, ſome 
underone notion, and ſomeun- 
der another, ſothat it was hard 


ticular perſon *that had ſound 
rinciples , much Jeſs a whole 
hurch where there was a pow- 
erfal Miniſtery , anda wiſe go- 


I began by degrees to be ſome-, 


afdtruly, whenT conſider thoſe. 
tHings, and: what temptations [ 
was expoſed to at that time, I 
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while after they -were broken 
feffion of truth in the practice. 


to find in thoſe parts one par- 


vernment , by reaſon of which 


| what contuſed''in Judgement 3. 


ao not wonder I was ſo.confu- 1 
# fed; but] rather wonder at the:F 
-._ , mercy of God that I was not } , 

* ſwallowedJ 
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A « 


| ſwallowed up with' confuſion; 


as many weren thoſedaies, 'for 
though I was weak in prind- 
ples, and by thoſethings ſome- 
what confuſed, yet Idonotknow 


that in two or-three years time 
I had received any corrupt prin» 


ciples; but afterward-being 
2a people where Satan had trans- 
fortned bimſelf inroan Angell of 
light, Ithink Imayſayin the high« 
degree, under terms of My+ 
ſtery, Spirit, waiting upon God;; 
1nd fc like ,- by ran I was . 
beguiled and deceived in ſome: 
articular things ;/ thoughnevet:; 
in the height of : that which was : 
praiſed by them:z the particu-.; 
lars about which-I was deceived | 
were chiefly theſe three or four | 
-Firft;;' Concerning: godlineſs;| 


| being a myſterys that it did con»// 

J fiſt of ſomething within, , and 

I not of ' fomethiag without; 
34 "> oY K tha 
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and'yhat-the Saints were to ex 
pott life avit Salvation from a 


Chriſt within, and not! from a 
Crit without. 

 Secandly >| that Saints were 
nat to do duties by ' or; from a 
command without , ” tut from 4 


woed; Command .in . Sctipture 
wasinot 2 command totbem till. 
they had a word within them. 
- Thirdly , thatasto thetime of 
doug duties. they were to wait, 
for-the movings of the Spiritto, 
carey them farth to it, and this, 
they-calied waiting tor a power, 
andeilt they hid : tuck a power ,j 
it Rs do: nathwg but ft It, 
and wait, 'atd this not ons, 


| = duties; but. im the 


alto; wor awn 
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ſhy by ty ET | 
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had a powet, and then to ſpealt, 
| whether men or women, + 

| | Intheſeparticulars,whichcarri- 
ried fuch a face or ſhew of ſpiri- 
: | ruality, 1was corrupted, but did 
| | never fully own them in Judge- 
t | tnent, nor pradice; and for fuch 
' principles as ( I thought ) did 
| 


| | teadto Fm, either in matter 


vf canvemton, orin {lighting the 
Charcher'or ordinances of Chriſt, 
© | 1 did alwaies oppoſe them., 
t | thongh' I, believe ſuch princi- 
2; 1 ples do naturally follow the ©- 
6, | thiers, bur I did notthen diſcern 
*{| it, they being covered over with 


| fach Angel.like x8 newe-eals 
tf And as to that principle. dfwai- 

| rivg,” though I'did own itn _ 
Judgement more tally, than 'any 
J;j of theſe other, yer] could neve._ 
Lf come vp to ic io my pradtice i 
21 private duties, but reaſon of 

v2 fome comvitioos (till xemaia oy. A 
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fa me I could not ſtay fo long 
from duty till Fhad ſuch a'pow- 
er; but did frequently go to du- 
.yvhen I had it not, though 
ſometimes 1 thought I hadit! 
But 1n the preſence of others I did 
not appear in duty, butwhenT 
thoughtTI kad that power,though 
I never did ſo appear but inone 
-place for a ſhort ſeaſon3n doing 
.which I thought 1 hadcommus; 
-.  \.nton with God; but I do believe 
x {1: wasno ſuch thibg, but a meer 
| 's Irit of deluſion : Firſt becauſe 
Tknow noScriptare-ground for 
'ſTuch a 'pratice; and ſecondly 
fromthe confideration of the ſad 
fruit/Thad by it, for aftera little 

-z / time begamto loſe my: peace} 
&-— and was. very much dar 


©, / having little or no commun 

- | | with God, norſcarce any thing 
-_ _- to peak to or for God, and:{af. 
| I was in my. OWs 
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ſpirit, that I knew not what to. 
. | do, and ſpeaking. of it to ſome, 
and thoſe nota tew., they labo- 
red to perſwade me it was a-dil- 
penſation of God, and that the 
$aints after they were brought 
out of Egypt » muſt be in the wil. 
derneſs before they come to Ca- 
»44n, and that the end of God 
in bnageg them there was, that. 
he might {peak comfortably to 
them; and: therefore I was not 
to be troubled, but to bequietg 
fit ſtil], and wait,-and not to ſtir, 
the Lord till he pleaſed; .this + 
did not at all ſatisfy me, but I. ' 
continued in a very ſad conditj- 
en;z'and one thing more'by the. 
way I cannot. farget, and- that. 
is; that while I was in this cons, | 
dition , Inever was ſo troubled,” © 
with temptatiogs as1 was atthat. \ - 
34 timez.One temptation which .I, ' 
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way troubled with many yeart 
this time , which now was more 
yiotent than at firſt, as indeed 
thoſe things naturally lead to | 
ſuch temptations, which tempta* 
ber 1s the ſame expreſlicd in the 
begining of the book page 25. | 
- This was the fad fruit of my 


frurh , which as Idefire ever to 
own with ſheme to my felt, fo 
hkewiſe conſidering the temptas 
ions 1 was expoſed to, and the 
fittle means 1 had to forewari) 
and keep me from ſuch things. 


before, I was kepe from until at | 


ſtray ing from the pure waies of | 


f 


t] 


I defire for eyer to bleſs the L 
. That IT ſtrayed nofurthers thay 
thowigh in #heſethingsT had omck 
forgotren him, yet he was pleaſad 
to remember .me, / and {hewe 
me tt. e evil and Qanger of 'rheſi 
noticins; ' and reſtored mer: 
en ſe- former joits that onces 
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had in him,and made that which 
_ was intended by Sapan to overs 
throw me, ro be of preat advan« 
tageto me, which he was pleaſs 
| ed.to doafter this manner. 
"| Having ſomeoccafion to wn 
e | dertakea paſlage on theSeafrom 
Lontlon to Neweafile , In which 
condition it pleaſed the Lotd to 
| reprove me by theraging waves 
of rhe - Sex, and renpeſtnous 
ſtorms, then began my trouble 
to increaſe, but not fo much from 
that which was without, as' from 
fomething within , the waves of 
the Sea not beating ſofaſt oft the 
$hip, as the waves of temprat?- 
ons did arife inmy- heart, bet 
in a'very thuch-troubled diff ' 2 
| tisfyed condition z not —_ _ 
1 ny heart willing to ſubmit t© = 
#1 Cod, neither indeed knowing  _ 
how to beliaye thy (elf cowards © 
YZ tim 'in relation | ro the preg .-.. 
;  Kq rroubhheey 
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oned by thoſe corrupt principles, 
being at a great loſs whether I | 
ſhould now- pray or wait for a | 


power , not being ſenlibleof a- 
ny other. power at that time but 
what wasfrom the preſent trou-| 
ble, to put me- upon it ; - but in 
this trial I was glad to betake my 
ſelf to mytorgier principles, the 
Lord bringing to my remem- 
brance. that command and pro- 
mile, Pſa.50+15. by which was 
encouraged tocry to Gad, as in- 
-geed I could not, nor;durſt not 
forbear; for ſtillowning my in- 
tereſt 1n- God, by which. I was | 
made capablepfprayer, I could 
vot anſwer that, ' with ſuch other 
like Scriptures, as r Theſ,5:47.8:6 
but; yet noewithſtanding I. was | / 
diflatisfyed. about it ,: that noth|- 
.On .of . waiting cs 4 ” 
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begin much roqueſtion it, and 
2 alſo thoſe other notions: of the 
like nature then it pleaſed the 


1 | through which mercyT had ſome 


n little communion with God;be- ' 


y.1 - ivg able to ſpeak of his good- 
P- neſs in delivering us:from- that 
danger , but through that difſa- 
tisfaction, which {tt} remained 
in meabout theſe notions, it was 
interrupted again ,- and my: be- 


and 1 was very much troubled, 
not knowing where. taref(t, nor 


had ot, them on-the Sea, yer” I 
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Lord to'bring us ſafe to Land j _ 


loved had withdrawn himſelf , - 


what todo, but notwithſtanding 6 
- 1 did begin much to; queſtion: 
thoſe things from:that+crial I! | 


was more inclined to them-than? - 
to xruth ,; for forme time, 'efpe-” 
%: 4) 


- ealilylet it.go,/ but yet this tyy«. 
a)l had ſo ſhakenit, that I did _ 
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| "uber beris difcoarls with | 
| | COUrte With ilome 
friends I did a little plead for 
. 'them, which though it was my 
— _finiotode, I didnotthen know 
it, but mult needs ſay I did as 
- Gmply and fincerelyaim at doing 
,- thewilofGedinall thoſe things, 
” ag ever did inany thing, and 
AY ence — _ had ſo 
\ . begutied me, yet I obtained mer- 
Cy, becauſe I did it on ranly 5 
but my trouble and want of 
* communion with God did fti!! 
.. Increaſe, imſomuch that I was 
 ſcarceabletobear. my burthen ., 
and ſpeaking of it to my Hulſ- 
band, who: was at thit time 


much in; the ſame condition: » 


I Temember'y amongſt many 
words he ſpake, ſome were to 
' . this purpoſe, Thar ſeeing we 
$ in ſuch a condition; and at 
loſs; it was: belt 'to yak 
g 7 ut 
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arather 2 ve; 


leave the one or the othenzion 4 
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but little,: that as wedidbar lies * 
tle good, ' we Might dobur lits 
tle harm, which I did well ap= * 
prove of, and aftertbatl ſpake. 

little for or againſt any thing + 
till I was better fatisfyed; ther 
being fotruly in aday of adver- 
ſity. according tothat: counſel of 
the Wiſe man in Fecleſ, 7, 14, 1 
fate down ſerioufly to; conſider. 
what might be the cauſe of my 
being 1a ſo fad and ſtrange a 
condition; Through which con+ 
ſideration by degrees Icame to 
fee 2nd conclude . that certainly. 
there was fomething arhilbin my. 
jonymen as to thale notions , 


beginning clearly to diſcero.they. 


did ſo. oppoſe and contradit 
my former received principles, 
that they could not {tand toge- © 
ther, but  onewas true, 'the 
other wasfalfe ; andthat T\mnſfþ 


Bos, 4 
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: Though þ Thad receiv he » new, 
&7 could never fully quic the old, 
neither in- Judgement nor pta- 
. Qtice, - Then I wasreſtleſs in my 
defirefor three or four daies, to 
know 'which of the two were 
ruth, oft times carneſtly beg- 
- ging of God that he _ ms, 5 de- 
cide the controverſie, and diſco- 
ver to me which was according 
ro his mind; and which not, be- 
ing fully ſatisfied that but one of 
de could be truth; then it 
- pleaſedthe Lord to put meupon 
a particular: :examination what 
©, m—_ Ihad in Scripture, and 
whatexperience I had of both , 
 & in reading ana examining my 
| Sxpnegroms I began to 
_ diſcern agteat inclination in my 
| heare tothe former principles , 

+; fding (I thought) the Scripture 
{ vetyfultand plain for 'them, but 
gor the __ iy but what 
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was from'ſome dark- myſterious * 
interpretations, which wereve* * 
ry doubtfull; and for my own ©; 
experience, I did remember, and 
was conſtrainedttoacknowledge; 
that in receiving -and keeping 
cloſe to the fotmer, I had joy 
and peace, 'and much ſatisfaGi+ 
on, and communion with God, _ 
but ſince. I-received-the other, © 
the Lord had as it werehid his 
face from me, and I1 was filled © 
with confufion and diſtration, ' 
and the remembrance of that 
tryall 1had of them upon the 
Sea did: very much help menow- + 
to ſee thefalfity of them, that. in 
a time of tryal Idurſtnor ſtick 
tothem; as indeed I Plainly ſaw +; 
that I could never ftick to thews 7 
ſo asto anſwerttem fully 1n my; * 
practice , unleſs I ſhould bava ;, 
laid afide the appearance of gods. 
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HE ces, 
p- ra = (awiclee! dig natural- 
Iy attend thofe things, was anv- 
ther means by which the- Lord 
was pleaſedito recover me from 
them, andtodifcoyer Satan un- 
3 der his veil to' we, how by theſe 
- thiagchedid ined; if theLord 
hadnot ted hint, x0'have 
ſtripr meofall my hopes; and in 
particuler asto that of being ſa- 
- . vedby aChriſtwithin, ' and not 
* by a Carift without, the Lord 
” was pleaſed to ſhew me that it 
| was quite another thing differ- 
” ingtrom the Goſpel, and thar it 
was attended wich this evi} 'c&n- 
ſequence, even to overthrow 
F the whole" Goſpel, andto deny 
the Lord cat's tthem x at 
ps the thoughes of which my foul 
p: bs dtremible, and that if he ſhould 
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WEre gone 3-  orlcou nem, ww b, 
durſt not teſt og-.any thing in. © * 
' ny (elf as a greund. of. hope for: 
lite and ſalvationy but on theg-: 
} ther band concerning my hops 
12 the Lord Jeſus Ghrilt_accors/ 
_ tothe Goſpel, Ieould tru« 
ot- that as Peter. did, Johre: 
Fi 68, Lard whither ſhell we go#: 
thou haſt thewords of eternal life, 
ſo whither ſhould go: from the- 
Goſpel? thereare the words-of. 
eternal life, there is all m:y- reſt, | 
and hopes in. the Lord won Þ 
through the Golpe}, and  -H 
fore I reſolved in he ſtrengehs, of ; 
Chriſt to ſtick to this, and leave, ' 
the other . Then ſecondly 8 to, ? 
that of waiting fora pawex tg, | 
pray and that there wa&no-com=!. q 
mand but from: within, concerne: - . 3 
ing both theſathe Lord: mpdte” © } 
4 ſedioſhew metbat it ws 
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” © inventionof Satan, by degrees to 
* /» dtaw me from my duties,and that 
jt was attended with this evil con- 
equence > even to flight” the 
Scriptures * and commands . of 
God, and toexpole the Soul to 

® . Satans deceivings, to walk by the - 
 Imagimationsoftheir own hearts, 
inſtead of the motions ofthe ſpi. 
rit, and alſo it brings the ſoul 
Into greatuticertaintles, which 
”, ,thetruthneverdoth; but on the 

4 other hand to'do dueties in obe- 
= |-diencetothe authority and com- 
& mandsof Gad in Scripture, and 
 {to'prayatall times as we have 

- | opportcunities,' having received \ 
— naman no. 5pr which we © 
are made c#pable of prayer, I. 
ſaw this'was a cleer and found + 
© trath,notbeingatteded with any * / 
ns fill confequence, nor bringiog ©: 
> thefoul* ito ſtraits and uncer- +3 
- panics / bur: rather gives ery-> 1 
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lar cinents in_& 
and therefore. ] de red likewl 
to keepclaſe to thele , and leave, | 
the other z- but "he 3 joy and 
comfort that was In my ul at. 
this rerurn | Icannot expreſsit,, 
but this-I ſay, it. was to me as. 
life Lo the dead. And asI was 
ble , 'pratfivg, and magnift- _ 
ing ke: ts for his unchangea- 
| ble goodneſsto me, my Huſband, 
having been ſometime frommes; - 
came home, to whom Idid ; mr 
' clare my condition, and what; 
{ the Lord had done forme who, . 
| 25 I have formerly hinted , was: 
| much in the ſame condition with: ! © 
me, who alſo declared that he + 
1 had in a meaſure received the ©. 
Þ like WETY "— did much in-! ' 
4 creaſe 1 remember; . 
E bid ne micht ck thelonk.| _ 
4 by prayer, and prai e his haly: xs; 
name for the.e9e and vg ner; {0 
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y YG eg] thowbicbdury:the Lord, 

ws plealedfoaburdintly tomas - 
» | nifett him({clftous, chercby te- 
N F. It bis/acceptanccofus, that. 
"= | for @whilenwe fate ini ndmiras, | 
-  \ tzon;-mether of us ſtarce/being 
= \ gblerpfpeakfot tears; 'andtru- | 
| Is:3twas fuch a mercy that truſt 


we fhall- for-eyer admire it, at 


teaft#ts theſe five particulars. | 
«Fit, thar God ſhould deal fo; | , 
- fadehfuily vic, asin relation to; } ( 
romife; that when we were | ; 

: dy to:turn tothe right hand. 
>: oPtorthe4eft, he cauſed us to; | { 
4 beathis voice behind us, ſaying,. | « 
{7 the Rs in it,” Eſay 30, f 


of — o - that iis we wiz 
ing pin truth , that the! 
Lotdſhowld keep usthat we ſtrai-) 
\ el{'nofurther,; by we did notþ 
"0p rut to' the hight of thoſe nQgt t 
be. _t10s + doping wy Churches\] 4, 
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them . 

Thirdly, that theLord thould; i 
deal 1o fatherly arid, tefderly in + 
his reſtorngofus , that it was' 
notby any extraordinary affiicti», 
on Or chaſtiſement, neither were! 
we St any time atrouble-to £ 


Churches, or griet to-ahy Saint- 


knowof. 
Foutthly ,\ that the 'Lod 


| ſhould -be pleaſed to bring-us 
| off ſo devy from thoſe thingsz 


for many ate brought'off from 
them, 'and yet there'Is ſtH} ſo 


| much confuſion remamming up- 


on their ſpirits , that-it is hard 
to- diſcern whether they are 


th Noo n off or no. 


that the Lord ſhould 
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pou we 
| blaſpheming the truth, as: very., 
many did in thoſetimes,even de... 
oying the Lord that bought 
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us;8 that at one & the ſame times 
and that at our return he ſhould 
manifeft fuch a ſweet acceptance 
of us, melting our hearts into 
tears of j joy, to our mutual coms 

fortin the Lord, and in cacho. 


ther; and fo that ſtream of our 


hearts being now turned from 
- running after lying vanities; the 

Lord was pleaſl dto re- eſtabliſh 
-.and confirm us every day more 
=*#nd more inthe truth, turning 


2 E Dd ſad (yet bleſſed.) Experinee, 


to his > and our great ad- 
vantage, the: remembrance of 
whichTrtruſtſhall bea mercy that 
ſhall ſtand us in ſtead at times of 


need, whiles we live; which the | 


Lord grant itmay be ſo,to the ho: 
nour and'praiſe of his great name 
and our own peace and Lappios 


: to on aſel. Amen. 


ay _ — to... a— - 


ons relating to this part 
of my Experience, it be- 
ing that which I judge 
ſo conſiderable I cannot 
omit the reviewing of it. 


as to have my heartrat- 
ſed to an holy admira- 
tion of the goodneſs and 


faithfulneſs of God towards. 


mein it, and that it may alk 


waies lie asa ſtrong engages  * 
ment upon my heart to love-- 
-- andobey IF 
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Some further Confideratts 


A*® D the Lord orant:] ; 
may review 1t daily, ſo : 
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F. donltala ble merey is b 

aus zE MECTEY 1S PLE 
my reaſbnable "ouch Rom, 
12-1. Andas I defire. for 
ever. to bleſs. the Lord that 
he was pleaſed to deliver 
me from thele deceits,.fo it 
| ſhall be my prayer that. all 
the Lords people may be 
delivered from them, and 
that the rather, becauſe I am 
-perfwaded that errorsof that 


Nature are the worlt- of all 


-Others , and doubtleſs they | 
are the greateſt myſtery of 


1n1quity that ever Satan had 
.'on foot. in the world. But 
; becauſe Iam: nor willing ta 
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conlideration of 
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thing *that - 15'! reproved. 4s 
made manafeſt- by the legit, 


and rhat_ which 6th make . 
manifeſt 1s Light ;: Epheſ.25. 


13.1defire, accordingta that 
lick of truth wh Got! 
hath given to me, fartherto 


conlider, not only 140 gene+ + | 


ral that thoſe k1nd of exrors 
are the worlt of-all others; 
but more AMP how 
they are fo. 0 
Firſt, 1 concerve they 


are the worſt of all others, - 


in that they - do naturally 
tend and lead to ma, > 
degree of evyll ; -and-'rhat 
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*  -clouchearts, and as they take 
” avith carnal hearts; Furſt, as 


they take with gracious 
hearts they do naturally 1n- 
terrupt- the fouls communi- 
on with God, and expo- 
{th it: to great temptations, 


bringing it to- ſtraits. and 


extremities, and into the 
oreateſt confuſion that can 

poſſible, ſo far as they 
prevail; and for the truth 


of this, belides my own ex- 
' perience, I appeal to any 
experienced: Chriſtian if it 


be not ſo. 

Secondly, as they take 
with carnal hearts they lead 
degrees to the greateſt 
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vilboth in : Foie rat: 
vil ſenſe ;. for fudh 
not being - ſeaſoned wh 
- grace, . they run from or 
- | notion to another, till they? 
b run ſo high as to ſtand d- 
;, | redlyinoppoſitionto Chrift 
d and his Goſpel: For-when 
e | they come to be confound- 
n ed and at a loſs -1n-their 
y | Judgements, and meet with 
h ſuch Temptations , which 
© | thoſe errors naturally lead _. 
y | to, they are overcome by ” 
it them , and under a pretence 
of living above Ordinances | 
they deny the Ordinances: -* 
of Chriſt, and by degrees | 
_ the og ag x Rd 
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gt literal and carnal; 
nhder a peetence | of fp1- 
hielity,blaſpheme the name 
EChrilt , calling him 4 
veſhely Chriſt ,' and fo denying 
' the, Lord that bought them, 2 
Fer. 2; 1. and going againſt 
- fuch ſtrong convidions and 
© 'cl&er manifeſtations of light 
and' knowledge, as ſome 
have done, doubtleſs they 
have fallen into that unpar- 
. donable {nexpreſled in Heh. 
” 3©. and fo come at laſt to 
jer and- ſcoff ar all appear- 
ance of gadlineſs; and it 
" makes way for rhe higheſt 
| degree of. wickednefs' alſo | 
| te, arved lenſe', having gov- | 
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en. themſelves up toworkall ui 
lid wick iptedecfe hiey 
4-: 19, 'and fo breaking all 
bonds, though | they þad eſcp+ 
ped. the pollutions f the worſd 
through the knowledge of ous 
Lord, yet being agatn entangled 
therem, their latter ed 25 worſe 
| than the beginmng , . 2-Pet.. 2. 
20. mn to. that "Mat. 
13. 43» 44,45. Whenthe\uns 
clean* init 18 gone out of a many 
he walketh through dry: Flags, 
ſeeking Teſt, and fuudeth none , 
then he returns , and taketh [e> 
ven other (prrits "more wicked 
than: hin «+ , and theyenter th -* 
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| nd dvell "her and the-lafh 
| Fatt of that man ie marfecuin 4 
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the beginning; he 1s now far 
more wicked than ever : this: 
- * 15 the nature, and theſe are 
'the effets of thoſe kind of 
notions as they. take with 
carnal hearts; and that it 
1s fo, I appeal to the times 
mn which we live, if we 
| have not ſeen it fo with 
| many who had eſcaped the 
pollations of the world, and 
rhat evil ſpirit ſeemed. to be 

one out of them, and they 
Co made large profeſſions | 
of the power of truth in_ 
therr hearts, bur they are 
turned with the dog to his 
vomut , and with the fow 
- that was waſht to ber wal- 
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lowitly mathy: chu. + Z FY 
ing in their ſhame, plas 


ing that without any reluc+; 
tancy , which they would 
havetrembl'd ar the thoughts ; 
of before they had thoſe no-+ 
tions, and if any ſhould have: 
| propheſied each. things. of' 
them, they would have laid 
as Hazael did to Eliſha,Inthy 
ſervant a dog that be ſhould do 
ſuch things? -2 Kings 8. 13. 
Theſe things conſidered, is 2 
| ſufficient pround for -me to. - 
conclude, that errors of that! * 
nature are the worſt of all _ " 
thers. $1] 
| But ſecondly, as they ar are: 2? 
the worſt mow xn natu- 5 
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w-the higheſtides 
greet of evil; ſo they 'are the-: 


work in thit they: are the 


_ myſtery of iniquity, 
©. inore deceiving than o-: 
thers; that theyare {ozit wilt 
appear, ifweconlider ; heft, 


33 how covertly” 5 afid rider 


low matiy-vellsSatan' comes | 
mithem, beguiling and de- 


 ceiving with'the moſt pla 
 fible, ſpiritual; Angel-hke 


glorious | 4pPearances that 
cat be exprefed., arid as 1t 
ud! of the: falſe Prophets, 
Mat! 1.1 $.. They tome in ſheeps 


Þ clothing , but inwardly thoy' at 


ravening wolves; ſo it-raay be 


-ftidiof thok notions} Þ 
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and Chralt-ike appearances, 
butwhen Lottie thebororts 


of them, they differ as much 


from Chrilt, asa | raveinng 
wolf from a ſheep: |for they 
do not only ak ahd tr. 
ceive in that they. are not 
what they hag or pretend 
to be, and in that they do not 
give what they promule ; 


V:2. high Jghts Irs, per4 


fection, 1nmmediate-commu* _ : 
nion with the father, & ſuch - © 


like; But as a ravenug woll 
ſo far as they. prevail -, - they 


deyour and deſtroy 'byde: £4 
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grees all appearance of $09 4 o 
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{ calls them. perverſe things, 
Aﬀts 20, 30. and 2. Pet. 2.1, 
they are called dammable here- 
fies, and pernttious wates, and 
big ſwelling words of vanty,ver. 
18. words that will eat as doth - | 
a Cancker, 2 Tan. 2..17.: And. | 
becauſe they are ſo apparent-, | , 
ly a myſtery of iniquity,that.; | : 
1s{ conceive)the reaſon why, | | 
theApoltle gives ſo many ex | 
hortations; and doth ſo often . | : 

forewarn the Saints to:take . | \ 
heed of them: for: queſti-., | , 

onleſs they are the-very lame -: | } 
a 
( 
r 
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errors . which are mentioned 
1m thoſe Scriptures ; and we 
» may know them to be ſo, in 
» that they-carry the very ſame, | , 
s 9 SPM FE XN 
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in thoſe Scriptures ,cas | /. 


from the falſe Prophets of 


the world, but from falſe 


Brethren in the Church, and 
others ſuch like, who pro- 


felled an oppolition to. 


thoſe falſe Prophets ; and the 
place” and people among 
whom they were molt pre- 
vailing, was not with 1gno» 
rarit perſons in the world, 
but among knowing perſoris; 


and _ in the Churches of - 
Chriſt ;- all which 1s, the ves 
ry fame expreſt in the fore: 
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Firſt, in relation to the: 
riſe of them, which was not: 
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badges and marks expreſſed 
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_ASi-29g% with the: reft;- 
A Seconebmark by witeh 
we! mayoknow them to be | 
theidame goin relation to the 
natureand ects of them, as 
bk ner ts Ear 
ave been led by 
| > etyary »to/the highelt degree 
. ofwickediefs/;waxen wore 
and worſe till theyhave been: 
as wte as hetLit felf; and'par« | * 
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22. i Timothy 1. 19. 2 
Timothy 2; 18. 2. Peter-2, 12... | 
AFs 20.30. Butif it werea | 
ae ground to judge of truth 
. By what ” hath appeared 
in relation to thoſe things, 
then there 1s more. ground 
of confirmation that what 
we practiſe 15 of God, ſeeing © 
that -notwithſtanding thoſe +; 
thangs we have beenſo won: | | 
| derfally preſerved as weare +. 
” unto this day ;. but thongh 
+ theſe rhings may be {6me- | 
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chief Corner Stone : There 
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' dbne, Iſhall fy nothing; 

beeanſs as Ifidid before, 1 1 n- 
tend no more but my own 
eXperience, and through the 
fe of God 1 was never 
f{o-far cortupted 4aS to queſt- 
jon either the Scriptntes', 

Churches, or Ordinances of 
Chriſt, mach leſs to with- 
draw from them , 'or to 
v#1vEany juſt occaſion tobe 
withdrawn from by them; 
yet notwithſtanding I do 
not in the leaſt queſtion the 
reality” of thoſe poor fouls 
' Who have been by fat Over: 
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ſhall leave them to be judg- 

ed by theLord, who: ly 
i5 ok ; judge of thoſe that 
gLc without, yo Ws 13. 
Havang thus far conſidered 
of. rhele allegorical notions, 
how. they are the worſt pf 
all.errors , and the greateſt 
myltery of 1nzquity, in that 
they'are more deceiving than 
others , promiſing the grea- 
teſt coor, but Jeading di- 
rectly ro the greateſt evil., 

and; Saving given ſome xea- 
loas, as I judge, why. the 
Saints 1n theſe Gates have 
| been, 19, general Gu 1 
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permitting -1t {o tobe. 
Firſt, I conceive 1t tnay 
be in general , that fuch as} 
were apptoved may be made: | 
manifeſt , agreeable to 1Cor.' 
11. 9. which -accordingly 
hath been; many by thoſe 


proceed to confidet- whit: : 
may-be the end of *God'ins 


things were made” manifeſt 
to be. approved, though o- 
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] his praiſe , that when' they: 
ſhould come to fee how: 
oreat their deliverance was, 
and what an addition to alt 
Ire former mercaes , = 
Ar admire-his goodne $ 
mi break. forth into the 
h es of hrs name, and 
brue _—_ dares of their 
| Ives , when , this merey 
comes into: their thoughts. 
For my own -particular.: 1 
can truly fay, that the mer: 
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cy that everlI received from 
the Lord, next the manite- | 
ſtation of his Love in Je- | 
fus Chriſt through the- Gol- 
pel. But [ 
Secondly ; In relies to 
them ſo decerved, that; they | 
ſhould bave enlarged! expe- 
rence of the fulneſs of God, | 
and of their own nothing- 
, and of the ſweetneſs 
and excellency of truth a» ' 
bove error, how it doth 
excell it as far +as light 
excells darkneſs, and hve 
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the like temptations.'; for - 
certainly had the Saints m 

thoſe dates had that ex- 
perience. of Satans work- 
ings in that nature, which 
now they have , and had 


the Mouth of truth been fo 


open againſt it as it is at 


this day, it would doubtleſs 
have prevented much; and 
therefore by the way I muſt 
needs ſay, I am perſwaded 
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-God. there'1s in theſe dares 


almoſt m every place. 'Now - 


-the Lord having 'theſe and 


other ſuch like ends in pet- 
mutting thoſe things, 'Ide= 
fire that my - ſelf with” 6- 
thers; who have experien- 


| ced [them in any meaſure , 
may be carefull to anſwer” 


thoſe ends; for doubtleſs if © * 
our deliverance be' of God; 
and that we” are 'cleerly 
brought off from thoſe C on: p 
fuſions ;' we ſhall anfiver all - 
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” -Inthenextplace, as tothe 
+ way ' and means by-;which 
| the Lord hath been pleaſed |* 
| to recover his people from 
_ theſe things, I ſhall ſay lit- 
tle, becauſe 1 believe-1t hath 
been various , ſome. by one 
* means, ſomeby another, as 
they were in various Con- 
+ ditions; for my own/particu- 
lar-I have declared. at large 
bow 1t was with me, only | 
theſe General heads I ſhall 
again remind. 

Ficlt, I was brought into 
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futon in idpement:.. 31 4536 
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Thirdly , ; Being | ſenſi: 
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want of communion: wath 
God ,, I was put; ypon. en- 
quiry ante, iny own  beaxt; 
what-might be the reaſons 
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Lord to make me willing 
to be; znformed, and to 
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ro him;-by prayer 5 which 
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wr what' I have written it 
will appear that I have not, 
without good. grounds both 
from Scripture"and expert- 
ence ,” Judged thoſe things 
to be the greated: myſtery 
of 1 miquity » and the moſÞ 
dangerous , ; and work of all 
errors. - ; 
2 And here I cannot ; but 
mind ſomething further, as 
to the continuation of thoſe 
things', which is, as 
they are 'the worſt of all 
ethers', fo their time '15 
| ſhort b for according to 
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and where they: continue 
longeſt, their riſe, reign; 
and ruin, -4s' all. accome 
| pliſhed' in -a few : years 
tor 1in-a ſhott time genes 
rally! perſons have been ſo 
confounded that they have 
either -come to- ſee them- 
ſelves deluded , and ſo have 
turned from them , or elſe 
| they have run to abſolute 
Atheiſm, and fo ended 
there. 

I ſhall nowonly anſwer 
one objection, as tomy own 
experience, and ſo end this 
diſcourſe . 
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A clared1 never-had but little 
, . experience.of. them,, but 
only anthree or four things, 
 andthoſe.I could es” 
- ly come! mp to beither,: an 
; Judgement ,-nor practiſe , 
nether could mae theſe 
outward things, which all 
' muſt leave betore they .can 
” fee theglory ofthe inward, 
F And thoſe that have not put - 
themſclves on ſuch things , 
butwere led to themby the 
Father , have and do ſee that 
glory. 
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in the 'ballance of-the-Sans © 
} <tuary, -will be found | igh- 
ter than vanity , with ' the | 
 reft of the hlike+- nature 

which, I hope; is already 
| made *anifelt- only ſhall 
add a'few words by way of 
Anſwer. 

Firſt, for my Expetience 
as to'my ſelf 1n-particular 
| —_ throngh the metcy 
of God it was far ſhort of 
that winch many 
ones in thoſe dates felt in- 
to , yet I can truly tay at 
was fo much as 45d cleer- 

ly diſcover to me the n+ 
ture and tendency of ther 
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FE 4o not? Ellow ky thing! | 
that ever-Ldid ſince 1 knew* 
God that I can own - with” 
+ more ſhame'to my ſelf thigry? 
C. thoſe things. iY 
«Seevadly for my expe-" | 
rience' as to others, 1 have: | : 
ſeen and known that ſaffi- » | « 
ciently to {arisfy me, that* | | 
chere [is no ſuch glory in - | : 
them but: a meer deluſion ; © | « 
but Idefmeto judge by eb-Ml 
perience 'no otherwiſe than-' | | 
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anity , yet as to rule 1 value 
one word of Scripture more 
than all experience, andIam 
ſure the Scriprures wall not 
own them;whaichare the rule 
and touch-ſtone by -which I 
defire to try and judge all 
things ; For thar which the 
Scripture ſets up,they throw 
down, and that which the 
Scripture forbids, they ſetup; 
for inſtance , the Scripture 


exalts the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


| inall his Actions, Officesand 
Ordinances, they ſetup ſom- 
thing elſe in oppoſition to 
this, calling it fleſhly,carnal, 
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ry indeed a ſeeming ſhew 
of excellency, but its a meer 
deluſion , There 15 no ſuch 
thing; for the Father and 
Chriſt are one, and what was 
appointed by Chriſt was -* 
pointed by the Father, Fohr 
10.3.8 14. 24. and he doth 
hot lead from his own ap- 
pointments, but thole that 
continue 1n them he will 
love, and he will ſend his 
Spirir to them, which ſhall 


the fathers leading perſons 
to them , which words car- 


abide with them for ever , 
70h.14-16.and the Father and 


Chriſt will come to them, 


\ "and make-their abode-wath 


as 


wo + 


the F 
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ich 
may more fully anſwer this 
objection, ſhall ſay nomore, 
but defire that all the Lords 
ople may be delivered and 
= from ſuch deceivings, 


apes ooo rage 
O 2 The 


ASS SEES; 


|them, verſe 23.1 naring al- 
ready written that w 
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The ſixt Note of Experience mn. | 
relation to Nualifications , the 
habits of Grace or frutts. of 
"the Spirit , how and by what | 
"means I bave and do daily 
find an encreaſe or decreaſe in | 
thoſe things. | 


TS make way for me to lay 


down my thoughts as to 
gracious qualifications , I ſhall 
firſt conſider the ſeycrall kinds 
of qualifications, which I con- 
ceive may be three, 1. Moral, 
2+ Legal, 3. Goſpel. | 
By Moral I mean ſuch as are 
from Moral difates meerly from 
nature, Civility, breeding or e- 
ducation. £ 
þ  _. By Legal I mean ſuch as are 
_ -\ fromlegal diftates, meerly hou | 
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| fear of wrath, without any elecer 


apprehenſions of the free grace 
of God in the Goſpel. But here 
I defireto be very tender, judg- 
ing that it is poſſible there moy 
be ſome ſeeds of the Goſpell 
ſowen in ſuch hearts, by which 


| thole qualifications may be 


wrought, though as yet it may 
not appear, neither to themſelyes 
nor others, that they have rece1- 
ved the Goſpel; this only as tp 
4#poſlibilities, for ordinarily it is 
not ſo. 
But thirdly, by Goſpel quali-. 
fications, I meati ſuch as are from 
Goſpel diftates, from a cleerap- 
prehenſion of the free grace of 
God therein, being conſtrained 
from the Love. of Chriſt ,_. and 
in obedience to the commands 
and authority of Chriſt,the ſoul 
giving -up itſelf in all thingsto 
be like bim, ſuch aS ar? WIOug 
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by the _ and ſpirit received 
they and they only are the fruits 
of the ſpmrit z but as for thoſe 
other qualifications, perſons that 
arc ignorant of the Goſſpel, and 
havenot received the Spirit,may 
befjeminent in them which 1n- 
deed for that they have ſuch are- 
ſemblance of the'fruits of theSpi- 
rit, are great ornaments asto aps 
pearance. though as to inward 
glory rhey do many times row 
miſerable ornaments , being 
props and (tajes that keepſuch 
perlons from coming to Chriſt, 
and asit was ſaid of the Phar1- 
ſees, Mat. 21.231. Publicans and 
Harlots do enter into the Kivg- 


dome rather than they; and this 


T have experienced, that as to 
my receiving Chriſt upon Goſ- 
pel terms, there was nothing 


ſo.hard to me as to lay afide all 
\ thoſe goalifications as I haveal- 


| 


jt pn. A = «a LY © - Ys "OP PERESs HER 


DD RB 2 & © 


4 JJ] ba 7 3 Oh mas 


= 


HY FD bw 


— 0 


pid Lf © 5 vo ff] ow 


ready expreſt in my third and 
tourth notes of experiences. 
Now for the fruits ofthe ſpt- 
rit what they are, Is expretled 
both in general and particular 
terms, in general Epheſ= 5.9. the 
fruits of the ſpirit 1s 1n all good- 
neſs, righteouſneſs and truth , 
mare particularly Gal. 5. 22, 23. 
the fruit of the ſpirit is Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long ſuffering, Gen-= 
tleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith , Meek- 
neſs, Temperance, &c. allothere 
are Other things expreſſed in 0- 
therterms in Scriptures. which 
doubtleſs are likewiſe fruits of 
the ſpirit, though I think with 
{ubmiſſion to better Judgements 
all others are included in theſe , 
whether it be ſelfdenyal J--wi 
ence, humility , or the like, 
Theſe thingsare excellent orna- 
ments which do adorn Chriſti- 
ans in the eyes of men, and do 
F_ Tor 
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"gt ound much to the glory of 
od, and therefore very confi. 
N | derable for Saints to preſs after 

1 &o them by all means. 
> | I muſt confels that in the 
4 viewing of my own heart I have 
> many times been much rieved 
to ſee how ſhort T1 come in all 
thefe things, but eſpecially in 
ſome of-them, yet through 
gracel can ſay I have received a 
ſure of them all , and by ex- 
+ perience do know, if my heart 
deceiveme not, wherein I am 
weak , and wherein ſtrong, and 
though 1 am ſure'1n thoſe in 
which I am ftrongeſt I am bur 
weak, conſidering how I ought 


to * 
ow I ſhall ſpeak a little how 
and by what means accordingto 
wy cxperience,and as judge ac- 
_ "yqarding tp Scripture ſel wy theſe 
J _ + \thingsdo do increaſe or deareaſe ſe in 


_ - received, and what we want, and 


|  theſepriyatedunies,ſois my pro-, _* 


(2 Mi 
- Firſt, I conceive they increaſe 
and are ſtrengthened by a cloſe 
- walking with God in all ſpiritual 
duties, eſpecially private duties, 4 


: 

. 
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' Indeed ſuch duties, as no hypo- 
- crite can-truly do, not that theſe 
ro duties are aboye publick 
t that they prepare for pub- 
lick;and by theſe we 6 acquain- 

- ted with our own hearts, & come © 
to know wherein weare weak, 


and wherin ſtrong, what we have 


| ſo how to apply our ſelyesto God 
in publick and private, forthe 
fubduing of ſuch a corruption, or 

- for the ſupply of ſuchor ſuch a 
.- grace, ==, this according to my 
- Experience as  I-have walked 
" more or leſs cloſe with God-inf 
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fit in publique duties .- and my 
ſtrepgth in qualifications, the ha- 
bits of grace more or leſs, and1 
am confident, that ſuch perſons 
| | as are ſtrangers totheſe private 
X— duries, are alſo ſtrangers to their 
| own hearts, —_— moe a- 
/ ny great progreſs in Chriſtianity; 
SE the = of theſe + 
are. ſubjet to be exerciſed in 
thingscontrary, which do very 
much interrupt our communion 
,, with God, and ſo weaken the 
' Powerotevery graceia us, or ra- 
ther weaken the power of grace 
1n all itseftects: for theſe things 
are not properly graces, but the 
effets of grace , which are vari- 
.. | ous.and ſo 1mproperly call'd gra- 
w ces,as when we do not daily hum« 
--- ble our ſelves before the Lord, we 
_ | areſubje@t toexalt our ſelves bee 
| | fore. men, and when wedonot 
+ watch ourown hearts and judge 
GE) Qur 
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our ſelves, weare ſubje& to be . 
judging others, and to watch 0» : 
ver them in an evil way, & when 
we do not dayly meditate on 
thole excellent qualifications 
that were in Chriſt himſelf, we —* 
areſubjet to ſee little loyelineſs 
in them, and fo having a Hght e- 
ſteem of them, not to preſs after 
them, whereas we are to imitate 
him in all theſethings,according 
to Mat.11.28,29. But ſecondly , 
The habits of grace, or fruits-of 
the ſpirit do increaſe or decreaſe 
as we do more or leſs exerciſe 
that meaſureof them already re- 
ceived , and every particular 
gracels increaſed by theexerciſe: *- 
of it ſelf, and ſo by much exerciſe | 
(I mean by dayly atts) they do 
as1t were become natural, as it is 
ſaid of Timotheys Phi.2,20.ard the 
exerciſe of faith' doth  direQly | ; 
lead us tothe fountain of grace, * 
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in beholding of which glory of 
God: we are changed into the / 
ſame image, t Cor.3.18. theres 
fach a transforming nature j 
that the very beholding of it 
transforms us into the ſame like. {| 
nefs, Rome. 12. 2. andI can traly {/ 
#. fay from bleſſed experience, that 
In ttheexerciſe of that meaſure of 
racel havereceived, thus lead- 
mg meto behold the Lord Jeſus 
io what he hath done for me, 1 
have found it more advantagious 
for thedeſtroying of corruption, 
and for the ſtrengthening me in 
thoſe things, than in any other 
# | means whatſoever ; and the. rea- 
fon why many perſons do fit a 
4, long time in the profeſſion of 
2. truth , end yet continue weak, 
= Ignorant, barren, and fruitleſs 
\ © branches, 1t is becauſe asthey are 
= remiſs in private duties, ſo they 
- . do not exerciſe. thatmeaſure of + 
»— GOES grace 
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grace received, and ſoby aheed«.. 
leſs, careleſs, carnall walking , 
the heart growscarnal, and theit 
is rather a decreaſe than increaſe -- * 
in all ſpiritual ſtrength. 
But ſome will ſay, canany do 
theſe things of themſelves #- and 
doth not God give gracefreely 
both in and after converlion > - - 
To which Ianſwer, yea, but 
in the work of converſion we are 
paſſive, I mean asto inward ſpi- 
ritual ativity, we can do 'no- 
thing being dead, according to _ 
Epheſ. 2.1. 2Cor. 5. 14. Joh.5.25. 
not excluding thoſe duties which + 
God requiresfrom all, as hearing - 3 
the Goſpel.reading» &c. chrougls is 
which God hath promiſed to ( 
convey ſpiritual life, Eſay 55. 3. 4 
Rom,10.17 but after conver 
weareaGtive, and therefore com> - © 
manded to keepour ſelves inthe 
loveof God. Jude 12. To add to our - ©; 
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faith, vertne, to vertne knowledge, 
&c...2 Per. 1. 5. with many other 
" ſuchlike Scriptures , Not that we 
are ſufficient of our ſelves to do any 
thing as of our ſelver»but our ſuffici= 
Fr of God, 2 Cor. 2. 5; who 1s 
pleaſed to givein dayly ſupplies, 
andin the dayly exerciſeot what 
we haveto giveus more,yetall of 
grace, freely, and fo grace 
forgrace, asappears in the x, of 
Joby 6. yet notwithſtanding 
all that] have written, judge 
-  thatitspoſlible ſome Saints my 
| | beverydiligent inthe uſe of all 
/ \ Means, for the ſubduing of ſome 
;Particular corruptions, and for 
the ſupply of ſome particular 
grace, and yet not attain it, but 
> God is pleaſed to withhold it 
” fromthem, and leſt they ſhould 
\. beto much_exalted, to leave 
: corruption for them to 
{triye 
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ſtrive, -and ſtruggle with, it may 
beaslong as wh which for 
ought I know was Pearls very caſe 
oy 7.12.8. and the Lord may ex+ 

ciſe one grace in us by the want 
of another, yea all by the want 
of one, not that Saints are with- 
out all in their nature, but as to a 
greater meaſure in ſome particu- 
lars; and ſofarasI have expe” 
enced, this though I am (ti]l fub- 


jeR to ſuſpet my own diligence + . 


In the uſe of means, I can truly 


ſay, That God is never wanting 


in ſuch caſes, with ſupportsfrom 


himſelf, ſaying,my grace is ſuff- j\ | 


cient for thee, my poweris made 
manifeſt in weakneſs, 2 Cor.12. 9. 


and though (in bein you, itſhall. 
ſhall not reign there,neither ſhalt 


it havedominion overyou, be- 
cauſe yea are not under the law, but 
under Grace , ROM. 6.11, 12, 1. 
I ſhall ſay no more now of theſe 
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| things, but beg of Godthat my. 


. ſelf with all Saints may preſs 


-more after them. 
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mo thus fat writtchof 
my Experience in ſeveral 

- gener Heads, which de 
' include many patticular Fx- 


other thihgs; but*tti 
oo rural ory 4 
ſhall. cdnclids with a few 
linesasto Exgetae] "os; 
what | It- 15 i how 
what means tis ta 
- Thefe be various 
about which perſons 
c*taciſedin' way of Ex 


ext; yetalloniy be da 
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world,;or in telition to God; _ 
a49that of the, World, its 
all-byt" vquty. and vexatiqn of 
Jptiith,.Eccl! 1, 14. and be that _ 
mnereaſeth. knowledge in thoſe. 
 . thins, inceaſeth [orqp, verle- 
> 18. andthboughtheremay be. 
ſomething of | that nature. 


qonMenicht,. for Saints to: 
kngw;ugon a natural or ciyih 
a4bawiit, 46s but. paraſhing at: 
beſts.d therefore too low. 
for them.to ſpend much of 
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to: hayeanlanged ex- 
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under one of theſe two heads, | 
its exther-.1n relationto the © | 
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(98) ; Oe ns 
; | of God, | ag ASH jſt 
ing and, durable to eternity; 
-Jand as godly perſons Fake 


rience un | ſome 

1 ce of che world', ſo car- 
1 | nal perſons may have expert» 
ence of the dealings of God 
| in ſome gs, aS t0 Mar 
ny 'outward bleſſings: and 
deliverances by a common 
- | hand of providence, wn 
- | whach RL do many -times 
ſo bleſs t gies a 4 
were in fa- 
_ with God, when 
| the Lord knows it xs nd 
ſuch thing, but. it may: be 
they have. thewr portion 11m 
j tis lifes and' are. delivexed . 
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to a greater deſtruQion. 


-But as to Experittce from | 
{k knowledge, 


= \ trucfantific 
or ſpecial work of the'Spi- * 


ritof God, they are” altoge- | 


ther ſign to it, 1 Cor, 2. 


14. itsonly the privilege of 


Saints to be eminent inthat: 
and indeed ats a privilege fo 


great; that I deſire for'ever to | 


ble& the Lord that he hath 
made me,who am fo unwot- 
thy, in. any meafure to patr- 
fake of; it; for things meerly 

| kiftorical or traditional will 


vaniſh and come to nothing, F 
+. anc ſofarcas we partake - 
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fles: as to þ pe Fan, 
of it from Scripture rv rule, bat 
alſo in its ex 

the effects 5 pawn of 
1tin our hearts, fo farit will 


rience as ro 


ſtand us. inſtead, and-ſo-far 
do we attain true wiſdome, 
and nofarther ; and indeet! 
as to the effects and opera- 


tions'of it in the heart”, ut 5 


the very Jife of Chriſtianity; 


yetas to rule for the recer- 


ving, of any principle ne 
word of, Scripture is "mote 
worth than all our experi 
ence. ,. and as tothe avoud- 
1ngof eyil its betrer to learn 
that any way , than by the 


SIE 5 her for. os: in 
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| things; P now accorditg to 

MM 2 35  experi- 
gh 15- tore ' than- a - bare 
knowledge, it isexther- a be- 
er, or ancffect of know- 
ledge , and: hath alwaes re- 
Lation to ſome rule, whether 
it- be in natural or. ſpiritual 
thing s; af 1n natural] things, 
It maſk anfwer arale of na- 
ture, if in ſpiritual, t muſt 
anfwer 2 
the 'holy- Scripture: 18- that 
rule , by which all Chrifti- 
at Experience-muſt be tried, 
according t to the Lords own 


4 LAIY, AS. 


4 PR > POP 


fpixitaal: rule , and. | 


| 


Sr Eſa;8; 2. and | 


ol tg woke 


v TE :v*” WP- WD 


—_-_ _— nn ” 
Le EE el 


— 


"rhereiiexpreſt 


late thing ;" and as ing 
- anſwer + rale in itdelf, T6 3h 
- ſf{werable to that knowl 
Pant} -underflanding w 


| the meaſure of theit S 


'45 to prineiples, arid but fit k- 
tle experience,” yet non&chh 
| have experience of thaf they 


xperie 
- have learned that's hk 
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ence:- For thoug ſome pet- 
ſons have mach knowledge 
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Fipetionce is Ei- 

C4 was knowledpe, 
'  Mbyit welcarnknowledge, 
therwileat cannot be expe- | 
' rience ;/ this I mynd the ra- - 


 ther,, becauſe ome perſons 
F< do. pleaſe themſelves. with a 
6 E=rex 
ignorant 1h \the principles 
 Mcruth, when there cannot 
- be foch. athing . Imuſtcon- 
#5 no 
q 
”. their a. _ it 
- doth appcar to me, as 4t FO 
;. Gaidof ſome that would be 
I the Law, 1 Tam. 
+ ey. know not what 


* perſons, .. bk tuch-2 
$ through .3gnorance | of. the 

Scriptugesdo imagine thatte _ 
be _ Chriſtian - ; EXPETIENGE, 


which . doth not - anfwet 
aruleofScri pture,butas cons. , 
| trary hong. 2.Such-as from ' 

corrupt . principlesowill- ſet: - 4 
| -uptbeir experience; aboverar ©! 
| equal to. the authority -ohk $4 
| Scripture, as to-give-a being) - - : 
'to in{{ttutians,or tomake-iÞ . 
2 rule to. judge. and try ialbþ 
things, yea the yery Scrip2 
| mavreitih, when bath-it and? * 
| they: muſt be judge theubj! | 7 
-Rom., 24:16 There as) rd 4 
corru pRoerporenenide 
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4 abſentee 6h 
E _—_ eſpecially 1 mm theſe 

$AS 1 any thing | know, 
and no marvel; when they 
leave theScriptures as t6 rule 
& walk by the uncertainrule 
_ oftherrown expertence exwhich 
_ times-3s-nothing" but 
the vifureftheir own brains ; - 
| penn theyreat 
- miſtakes of many through | 
.. corrupt experience, yet 'true 
> * Chriſtianexperience 1s 2s ex- 
® cellent as ever, and that as 
faid before is more thana 
"(bare knowledge, it is truth 
| poet” home to the heart 
. with life and poten 27 the 
wo SL itof $6 C ONLONTING the 
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ma wy 
mary ag: P op 
Gad datly-accompliſhed 
us; and are confirmed 1n oil 
faithand hope, for 
-worketh hope; Rom. 514. by ive 
- come tobe acquanted with © 
| - our ownhearts; nd are h6t " 
| - toeafily deceiyed by thenigby. - 
| expertencewe learn how'ts © 
uſe our ſpiritual armor, Z We 
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